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Some of the participants in the 2018 Brass and Nickel Show at the Museum of Transpartation. Left to

rnght: Dave O'Malley, Steve Stevenson, Dick Lodge, Sam Alkinson, and Michael Flaherty, in front of
Michael's 1914 Modal T Speadsier.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Frieands,

It has been an excitling driving season, yet extremely frustrating. It took forever to get our 1912 Model
T Torpedo running right. And our 14 Towring is siill laid up. S0 our T Tours were limited. We drowe our
Franklin on the Franklin Westrek in June - it broke down and had to be hauled in. We drove our ‘08 Buick
on the HCCA Circle Mebraska Towr - it broke down and is laid up undil | discover the problem. We drove
our ‘06 Stoddard Dayton an the Gliddan Tour in ldahe - yep, you guassed it! It broke down, and is
scheduled for a frip to a repair shop in Minneapolis.

BUT! Owur 1912 is running, thanks io help from club members. We plan io drive it on the Fall four, the
Veteran's Parade, and the Christmas Parade. | am also hoping to have our 14 T Touring car ready to go
by next fall. Right now it iz all in pieces, but af least the engine has been rebuilt.

If you haven't discoverad the secret of owning old cars yet, it is simply - Never Give Up! Every car
show | do, every tour we lake, | tall folks about our T's - how dependable they are, how inexpensiva they
are, and what a joy they are. T's are my first love. They are cerfainly the easiest io maintain.

| mentioned the last three events of our driving seasan - the Fall Tour, the Veteran's Parade, and the
Thankzgiving Day Christmas Parade. | cerainly hope to zee all of yvou T owners at those events with your
cars. Then we can change the oil, lush and refill the radiators, put the batteries on maintainers, and put
them away - - until the Tour de Frost! Woo hoo!!!

In December is cur Annual Meeting and Christmas Banguet. Many of us have pernod outfits to go
along with our cars - whether the Edwardian Period (1890-1914), Great War Period (1914-1818), or the
Roaring Twenties/Flapper Era (1819-1529), | would encourage you o acquire the appropriate outfit for
wour car, to wear at fulure car shows. This really calls attention to the unique vehicles we drive. And while
we're al it, why don't we wear our period clothes to the Annual Meating/Christmas Banquet? It will be
interesting to see how we all dress up! Meanwhile...

Happy driving! Steven

EDITOR’'S NOTES

Dear Fellow T Enthusiasts -

| must confess, while producing The Qeocasional is
fraquently a chore, | also have fun doing it. | especially get a
kick out of the old joke books I've collected regarding the
Model T in particular, and the very early cars in general.
Some of the jokes aren't that funny, but they give us insight
inio the era of our cars. Some other jokes are downnight
politically incorrect, but again, thay give insight into the past
era. And zome of them are rather funny.

Another pleasure | derive from doing this is informing our mambers about our club activities, as wall
as sharing information gleaned from other sources o help us maintain and operate our cars. VWhat is
especially gratifying is the collegiality in our car hobby. The discussion we had in these pages regarding
oils and oil additives is a case in point. In the July 26" issua of Old Cars Weekly News & Marketplace,
Gerald Perschibacher im his "Club Clips” column repeorted on our discussion, and gave us, "The Model T
Ford Club of Greater 5t. Louis, Inc.” Cradit! |t was great to see our club mentioned in another great car
publication.

In the last issue | shared a cartoon from Jay Piersanti. He requested a copy of the newsletter, which |
sant him. This amail was received in retum: “Steven, Just a note to thank you for the kind words and the
plug for “Oid Cars Weekly” in "The Occasional.” s obvious that a ot of effort goes into your publication.
The accolades you have received are cerfainly deserved as this is one of the best club newsletters | have
seen over the past 40 years. [t was my pleasure to be a par of the Sept/Oct issue. Best wishes to
everyone in The Model T Ford Club of Greater 1. Lowis! Eegards, Jay Fiersanti”

Sea you down the road!
Steven G. Williams (email - steven1312@charter.nel; cell 636-575-1469)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Movember '3 - Board of Director's Meeling, 6:30 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge
- Membership Meeting, 8 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge, 4557 Lemay Ferry Road, St. Louis
10 - Velaran's Parade, downtown St Louis. See page 9.
22 = Annual Thanksgiving Day Chrstmas Parade, downiown 3t Louwis. See page 9.
December & - Annual Meeling and Christmas Dinner, nocn o 4 PM. See page 12,
25 - MERRY CHRISTMAS!
2019
January 1 - HAPPY NEW YEAR!
9 - Board of Director's Meeting, 7 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge
11 - Membership Meeting, & PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge, 4557 Lemay Ferry Road, 51, Louis
Fabruary 9 - Tour da Frost, 11 am - 2 pm, details in naxt issue,
17-22 - Sierra Vista, Arizona;, MTFCA Mational Tour and Annual Meefing.
See The Vintage Ford for details,
July 17-21 - Rocky Mountain FUN Tour. See The Vindage Ford for details.
Check out waww. mifca for more Model T Ford Club of America tours, information, forum, etc.
From the Auwto Joke Book, published by . & M. Oitenheimer, Baltimore, MD, 1913
“So you represent the Noocar Company, do you? said Jimpson to the agent.
“Yes sir,” replied the agent. “Just organized, sir.”
"Good company?” asked Jimpson.
“Best going,” said the agent,
“Who iz behind it? queried Jimpson.
"All our competitors,” said the agent.
Calling Chain
In our efforts to keep club members infarmead of hospitalizations, iliness, and deaths in our club famiky,
please call Buffy Baker (636-5377-3220) or Gayle Ellerbeck (636-337-53584) and they will get the word out.
Our thanks also to Bonnie Dattoli (314-848-0906) who sands flowers and cards on behalf of the club at
appropriate timas.
Helpful Tips
{Ed. Mate - In each issue I'd like to include hints and tips here, so if you have any to suggest, email me -
steven1812@charternet)
This i1s ane picture of a set emailed to club members. A man has mhented what
looks to be a garage full of Model T parts he has for sale. He indicated he
wanted to sell as a lot instead of taking 1o a scrap yard, Also there is probably
enough parts to build several cars. If you are interested, call ma (Steven, 636-
575-1469) azap and we’ll gel a group together io make an offer on the entire lot.
To hist items, send info to: steven 191 2@ charter.net
"
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Jember Profile - Ken and Buth Baker

By Steven Williams

It was the 1960's, Vietnam was in the news, the draft had been reinstated, and Uncle Sam
decided he wanted Ken's service. He became a radio technician, repainng radios wherever ha
was sent. Slated for Korea, Uncle Sam in his wisdom changed his mind, and much to Ken's
disappointment he was sent to Germany. And if you believe he was disappointed, | have a bridge
for sale.

After his time in the Army Ken refumed home to Manchester, where he became the fourth
generation in his family to become a fireman. There is a photo hanging on the wall in their entry
hall, showing the Manchester Volunteer Fire Department in 1950, Pictured among the firemen are
Ken's great-grandfather, his grandfather, father, and then Ken as a young boy. In 1969 Ken's
mother, in Kuth's words, "fixed us up.” They wera mamed June 6, 1970

At the tme, Ruth was working at Manchester Community Bank, moving from there to Security
Bank of Manchester (now Commerce Bank). Wanling something different, she spent 20 years
with McGraw-Hill Book Company, as Senior Consultant, selling college textbooks to smaller
colleges. A day before her father's birthday in 1992 she went to work for the City of Manchester
as City Clerk. She will retire in 2020 on her mather’s birthday.

Along the way, Ruth and Ken had two children: Damon, bomn in 1879 and Tiffany arriving in
1981, Ken meanwhile continued his career with the Manchester Fire Department, and after 40
years retired as Chief. For a while he sold fire equipment but really wanted back in the "action.”
He was fortunate to get hired at the Rock Community Fire District in Arnold in 2004 as Assistant
Chief, and retired from there in 2011. The Rock Community position required them to move to
Amold. After retiring again in 2011 he was elected to the Board of Directors of the fire district and
currently serves as Chairman of the Board.

Their son Damon gained possession of his uncle’s Model T roadster, and joined our club. He
encouraged his parents to get involved with Model T's, and kept finding cars for them to buy. Ken
and Ruth liked the one pictured below, found in Biloxi, Mississippl. A year ago, after three months
and a lot of gquestions, they took a quick weekend trip to Biloxi to purchase the car. They enjoyed
leaming about the car, and it ran well on the test drives. VWhile the car is in good condition, it doas
need a new top and a couple of other minor things. They are looking forward to driving it in club
events, and I'm hoping to see them on the Spring Tour next year.

Fen and Ruth®s 1927 Model T
arriving home, Right, sen Damen
backing the car off the frailer at
home, Below right, Damon driving,
Futh in the front seal. Damon's wife
Buffy behind Ruth, and Ken and ;
Futh's daughler TII’I':Slm.I next e Buffy. ___-%..

Below left, Ruth's father, third from
right in rear seat, with his two brothers, §
and three sisters in the front seat of

their 1917 Model T.
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