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Message from the president
Dear Friends,
I’m writing this on Tuesday, April 14, as I hope this issue gets to the printer by the end of the week. I’ve
tried to keep members informed via periodic emails as to the status of various club activities. As you
recall, the Annual Spring Tour scheduled for May 17th has been canceled. At this writing, we’re not sure
about the May Board and Club meetings. It all depends on what St. Louis County does, and how safe the
Board thinks it will be to have the meetings.
As you can imagine, with the cancellation of the Swap Meet, our finances are taking a MAJOR hit this
year. The Board will be addressing this issue in future meetings. Nothing has been firmed up yet, we’re
just considering all possibilities. The first and most noticeable is the change of format to The Occasional.
The Board realizes the members are aware that sacrifices will have to be made this year, and we
appreciate your forbearance as we formulate plans to maintain a firm financial footing, yet at the same time
continue to live as close to normal as possible for our club.
Among changes you should probably anticipate are: Location and cost of the Annual Meeting and
Christmas Banquet; refreshments at our meetings; the Model T Driver Awards; changes to the annual
picnic and chili cook off, to name a few of the most obvious. As I mentioned, the Board will be firming up
changes on a case by case basis, and we’ll report to you as soon as possible.
I trust you are staying safe and healthy, with plenty of things to do around your property, and with your
cars. Sherry and I are staying busy, working on cars, and rebuilding our deck. We’ve not suffered during
the lockdown because we have plenty to do. The repairs to our 1911 Model T Touring car are on hold.
Parts have arrived, but the lockdown prevents help from coming over and repairing the magneto. Plus the
field coil is still at R.V. Anderson’s for rebuilding.
I don’t know about you, but since February 1, nothing has gone according to plan! But that’s the
unique thing about Model T owners - we’re used to surprises and “making do” as we navigate our way
through life and our hobby. There’s never a dull moment, though sometimes I wish there would be.
Stay safe and healthy, and we’ll get together again soon!
Steven

EDITOR’S NOTES
Dear Fellow T Enthusiasts As you’ve noticed, this issue of The Occasional is quite different from
previous issues. For obvious reasons I selected a picture of the Covid-19
for our front cover due to the impact that little gem has had on our world.
The coronavirus has impacted our club rather severely, due to the
cancellation of our annual Swap Meet. We have to cut expenses, yet my
goal is to continue to provide a quality publication for you. While the print
issue is now black and white, the color version is available on our web site www.stlmodeltclub.org, and click on the “newsletter” tab. In addition to
eliminating the expense of color, we are also reducing the size by four pages
which will save more money. These changes will last through the end of this
year, and possibly until the swap meet in May, 2021. While this is
regrettable, it is necessary.
The Occasional is printed on ledger sized paper, thus four newsletter pages on one sheet of paper. If
you wonder why there may be filler, I cannot eliminate only one or two pages. I am still soliciting any
articles or photo essays you might have in mind. If they cannot be used in this reduced format, I will save
them for future use. In 2021 I might even convince the Board of Directors to let me publish a
“Coronavirus Catch-Up Issue!” Life has certainly gotten interesting for us!
See you down the road! Steven G. Williams (email - steven1912@charter.net; cell 636-575-1469)
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Calendar of events
2020
Considering the uncertainties caused by the coronavirus, events of our club will be announced via email to
the club members, in case we have to cancel anything. Regarding events sponsored by other organizations,
I suggest you contact that organization regarding cancellation before you leave town for the event. Do not
hesitate to call or email the Club President if you have any questions. Also check our website:
www.stlmodeltclub.org.
May

June

July

3 - Annual Swap Meet - CANCELLED
8 - Board of Director’s meeting, 6:30 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge
Membership meeting, 8 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge, 4557 Lemay Ferry Rd., St. Louis
17 - Annual Spring Tour - CANCELLED
6 - Annual Homecoming, Richmond, Indiana.
6 - All Ford Show, Museum of Transportation - CANCELLED
27/28 - Annual Overnight Tour
18-23 - MTFCA National Tour, Spokane, Washington. See Vintage Ford for details.
Check out www.mtfca for more Model T Ford Club of America tours, information, forum, etc.

From Rattling Ford Jokes No. 40, Royal Pub. Co., Philadelphia, 1915
The crowd rushed to the assistance of the man who had been struck by the automobile. “Get his number?”
queried the copper. “Yes,” replied the prostrate man weakly. “It was 999.”
“Beg your pardon,” broke in the man with the pink tie; “but I saw it plainly, and it was 666.”
“You’re right,” admitted the victim, after a moments thought. “I forgot that I was upside down in the air
when I saw it.”
Judge - “Did you give the victim a warning?”
Chauffeur - “Ample. I passed the identical spot the previous day.”
She had the auto owner pinched –
He’d knocked her off her feet;
She took the names of witnesses
To make her case complete.
But, as her damages were but
A small rip in her gown,
She sued the man for libeling her –
You see, he’d run her down.

Technical Tips
In the March-April 2020 issue of the Horseless Carriage Club of America’s The Gazette on page 42 is
an article about a fire that devastated a 1909 Buick. Five fire extinguishers were used, to no avail. The
local fire department arrived, managed to get the hood off and finally extinguish the fire. Take aways:
ALWAYS have a fire extinguisher, have a way to shut off the gas, if possible open the hood to get to the fire,
have a fully charged cell phone to call the fire department. And keep your insurance current.

Trading Post
Bill Rhoads has quite a few parts for sale: water pumps, timers, horns, running gear parts, etc etc etc.
We need to clean out! Please call to arrange a time to come check the goodies out. There is no internet
listing. Call me at 314-481-0087. Thanks!
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Sam Atkinson, 2020 Rosenthal Award Winner!
Not since 1998, when Phil and Flo Reichardt won the Rosenthal Award has our club had a
winner. Sam Atkinson was so honored at the recent Model T Ford Club of America National
Meeting. The Rosenthal Award is the highest honor the MTFCA can bestow on a member. It
recognizes someone who emulates the attributes of the late Walter Rosenthal, the club’s first
president, who went out of his way to help others in the hobby. The trophy is to be awarded each
year to a member of the club who, in the opinion of the Award Committee, “has best followed in his
generous footsteps.”

Right, the trophy.
Far left, Ed Archer
presenting the
trophy to Sam.

Cindy reported that Sam was on Cloud Nine, and we think justifiably so! It
is quite an honor, and a very well deserved one too. Our Club is blessed with
Sam and Flo’s presence, two very hard workers, and both Rosenthal Award
winners! While we have many folks who work hard to make our club function
smoothly, over the years these two have been involved in so many different
aspects of our club.
Ed Archer chairs the Rosenthal Award committee, and is a past president of the Model T Ford
Club of America. Pictured below, left, are Flo and Sam, the 1998 and 2020 Award winners!

From A Book of the Best Ford Jokes,no date, an exact quote from the
book, including the Editor’s Note. If you don’t know, “pinch” back then in
reference to an officer of the law meant to arrest. - THAT’S WHAT THE GOOD BOOK SAYS*
“What became of the unwise virgins who did not have oil for their
lamps?” “The traffic cop pinched them.”
“*Editor’s Note: This joke is obsolete. In those days portable electric
lighting systems had not been perfected, and most flivvers were
equipped with ordinary oil lamps. In those days and times there was a
law inflicting a heavy penalty on those persons who were careless
enough to let these lamps go out. Hence the joke. Also, the reference
made to the traffic cop pinching the virgins must not be in any way
misconstrued.”
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Member News
Please add these new members to your directory:
Quick, Thomas and son Cayden. 4 Acorn Drive, St. Louis 63128 314-629-3063, Email
teq56@yahoo.com. They’re building a 1912 speedster.
Directory correction: Mary Ellen Stevenson’s correct email address is - mestevenson57@gmail.com.
Please make that correction in your directory.

Shriner’s Donation
As reported in the last issue, as part of our club’s charitable
work, we presented a $250.00 check to the Shriner’s Hospital for
Children here in St. Louis. Two of our members who are
Shriner’s, Steve Dodson and Jerry Ellerbeck Jr., received the
check from us and presented it March 11th it to the Shrine
Potentate, Russell Georgen. Pictured left to right, Jerry
Ellerbeck, Steve Dodson, and Russell Georgen.

From Rattlin’ Ford Jokes, 1915:
“Do you deal in second-hand automobiles? If you do I want to sell you mine.” “Yes, sir, we do. How
long have you had your machine?” “Since this morning.” (Ed. Note: apparently not everyone was ready to
give up their horse for a machine.)
“That Harry Reckless is a very careless young fellow. What do you think he did last week?” “What?”
“He went for a long automobile ride with Amiss Snifkins and clear forgot the money for his fines.”
“This is glorious,” exclaimed the fair maid, as the motor car struck a smooth stretch of country road, and
the young man let the machine go at full speed. “But who are those two men who have been following us in
a runabout all the morning?” “Never mind them,” replied the young man. “One is the repair man, and the
other’s the surgeon.”

Model
T
Postcard
Humor

The Occasional, May/June 2020

Page 4

Michael Flaherty wins First Place,
Chapter Website!
Michael Flaherty has worked tirelessly the past few years as our Webmaster, to make our
website one of the best on the internet. His efforts were recognized at this year’s National Meeting
of the MTFCA when he received the First Place Award for Best Chapter Website. Michael was not
at the meeting, so Larry Azevedo, MTFCA Coordinator for Chapter Websites, presented the award
to Cindy Atkinson, representing Michael and our Club. Very good Michael! We’re proud of you
and thank you for all you do for us!
Below left is Larry Azevedo presenting the award to Cindy. Below left club president Steven
Williams is presenting the award during the February club meeting to a surprised Michael. We
managed to keep the secret from him! Be sure to check out the website: www.stlmodeltclub.org.
The award reads: “2020 Golden Mouse Website Award, First Place, Model T Ford Club of
Greater St. Louis, St. Louis, MO, Michael Flaherty, Webmaster.”

Swap Meet News
Kent Gilbane has been working diligently to get us favorable terms from World Wide
Technology Raceway (formerly Gateway Motorsports Park). They had hoped to get us to change
the date and have the Swap Meet later this year and pushed hard for that. But Kent explained
the difficulties and how that was a no-go. There are too many conflicts, plus our vendors are
used to the first weekend in May. They wanted to hold the money for next year’s rent. Kent
agreed but leveraged a one-year extension of our contract, which was due to expire after this
year. In addition, he wanted some financial consideration for them holding our money a full year.
They agreed to waive the $250 fee for the lights at night for 2022.
All in all, we came out
of the deal ok. Could have been better, but could have been much worse. We’re out the rent this
year, but we won’t have to pay next year. And the contractual increase in 2022 is offset by the
elimination of the fee for the lights.
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From

“Prepared for private circulation by EATON MANUFACTURING COMPANY
in celebration of its SILVER ANNIVERSARY, c. 1936

1908 Production for the year: 63,500 automobiles, 1,500 trucks.
General Motors Company is incorporated in the state of New Jersey with William Eaton
as its first president.
Cadillac is the first American car manufacturer to win the Dewar Trophy, awarded by the
Royal Automobile Club of London for the greatest contribution to the advancement of the
industry.
Autocar, after having made passenger cars for eleven years, builds its first truck
The Model T Ford puts in its appearance and popularizes the left hand drive.
(Ed. Note: emphasis added.)
Buick and Oldsmobile become units of General Motors.
Harold Wills develops the use of Vanadium steel for the Model T Ford.
Pierce-Arrow wins the Glidden Tour - its fourth victory in four tries.
John N. Willys is made president and general manager of Willys-Overland.
Fred J. And Charles T. Fisher organize the Fisher Body Company.
General Motors Company absorbs the Rapid Motor Vehicle Company (trucks).
Innovations: Stewart speedometers, sleeve valve engines, left hand steering, silent
timing gear chains, motor driven horns, baked enamel finish, helical gears.
A cylinder jacket patent is granted to Packard.
The Commercial Car Manufacturers Association is formed with G.M. Weeks as president
and Walter Wardrop as manager.
A Thomas Flyer wins the New York to Paris Race.
Making their first appearance are: Allen & Clark, American Simplex, Angus, Autocar
Truck, Beacon Flyer, Benner, Bertolet, Black, Browniekar, Byrider, C F. Chalmers, Chicago
Motor Buggy, Chief, Christopher, Clark-Hatfield, Clendon, Coates-Goshen, Colt, Cook, CornishFriedberg, Correjo, C P, Deal, DeShaum, Dowagiac, Duplex, E.M.F., Everybody’s, Famous,
Farmobile, Fee, Fort Pill, Fuller, Fulton, Grabowsky, Gramm-Logan, Great Western, Hart-Kraft,
Hillsdale, Home, Hupp, Inter-State, Iowa, Jeannin, Karbach, Kearns, Keeton, Kermath,
Maryland, Midland, Mier, Owen-Thomas, Patterson, Regal, Rhodes, Richmond, Rider-Lewis,
Stilson, Sultan, Viking.
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Historical St. Louis Photos During the
1918 Flu Epidemic
I thought you might enjoy seeing how our
city coped with the epidemic 100 years ago.
And think about what is transpiring today.

Far left, selfexplanatory.
Left, 4th St.
North from
Market during
the epidemic.

As these photos show, the Red Cross was very active in
containment and healing efforts, with staff and ambulances.

Left and below,
two make-shift
hospitals to
handle the
multitude of flu
victims.
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Minutes of the March 13, 2020 Club Meeting
The Meeting was called to order at 8:03 p.m. by President Steven Williams.
Minutes were read from the February 14, 2020 club meeting. Keith Sanders made the motion to approve
the minutes; the motion was seconded by Dave Kuenzel and carried unanimously, with no objections.
Treasurer Bonnie Dattoli gave the treasurer’s report. Motion was made by Sam Atkinson to approve the
Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Don Spaeth and carried unanimously, with no objections.
Steven Williams presented to Mike Flaherty the first place website award from the Model T Ford Club of
America. He stated that the Club also previously received first place for the Occasional.
Don Spaeth reported that the books are available, but there is nothing new right now.
Dave O’Malley stated that in regard to the DVDs, there was something checked out last January which
hasn’t been returned yet. Everything else is there.
Sam Atkinson reported that he will be going to the shirt provider on Monday or Tuesday and when he is
there he will get a woman’s shirt for interested Club members to see; there are two orders so far.
Kent Gilbane discussed the 52nd Annual Swap Meet and stated that the Governor of Illinois has limited
gatherings to less than 1,000 people. In talking with Gateway, they’re trying to determine how to handle
this; the contract does not have anything in it for pandemic diseases. The Club is sending in the money,
but if necessary to cancel, they will do whatever is necessary. If the Club is mandated to cancel the event,
all preregistration money will be returned, but the Club will lose between $3,000 and $4,000, as mailings
have gone out and ads have been provided.
Kent Gilbane said that the lot layout is ideally done on Wednesday, but if it rains, it may be Thursday or
half of Friday. Access is not available until Saturday at noon; he stated the vendor lot will lose a small
amount of spaces, as more buyer parking is needed. The rent increased to $6,750 this year from $6,500
last year; the annual budget for this event is $18,000. Fees for parking were discussed.
Sam Atkinson commented that loyal vendors are planning to come.
Jerry Ellerbeck, Jr. asked about re-scheduling the event, and Steven Thum responded that a fall event had
been proposed before.
Dave O’Malley stated that Club members can sit in the swap meet booth, and he asked that for items they
want to sell, that they tape or label in the corner and have change available in the envelope.
Steven Williams discussed the Museum of Transportation events, stating that there will be no events on
April 5 or 19, and there will be no show until June 6 which will be the “All Ford Show”. He said the Club will
participate and it will cost $100, but if the Model A Club participates, that cost will be divided equally
between the two clubs. At this point, it is unknown whether the Brass and Nickel show will take place.
Sam Atkinson discussed the Easter Sunday Concourse event at Forest Park and asked for people to sign
up tonight, but he suggested reserving more spots than just for those who sign up tonight. There was
discussion whether it will be cancelled because of the coronavirus concerns. Sam also reported that the
St. Patrick’s Day parade has been cancelled, but may be re-scheduled in September. The 138th annual
Veiled Prophet parade is July 4; registration is going in.
A work day to have the new trailer ready for use was suggested for the last Saturday in March or the first
Saturday in April, weather permitting, and when convenient for Jerry Ellerbeck, Jr. since it is located on his
property.
Steven Williams stated he is looking for someone to handle the cards and flowers when there is a need for
someone in the Club. He said the purchase can be put on their credit card and they give the bill to the
Treasurer for reimbursement.
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March 13 Meeting Minutes continued
Mary Ellen Stevenson discussed the Model T Driving School in Lincoln, Nebraska. She said they had 25 –
30 participants, and there is classroom instruction, followed by six or eight Model T’s in the parking lot to
teach people to drive. She said she has the PowerPoint presentation. There was discussion about charging
for the event.
Sam Atkinson spoke about the Club hosting the Model T Ford Club of American national meeting in 2021 in
St. Louis for about 40 – 50 people. He said the Club’s responsibilities would be to arrange for the host
hotel, tour buses, venues for touring on Saturday, a lunch location for Saturday and the event Saturday
night, also the hospitality room will need to be staffed. It was suggested that a steering committee be
formed to get information and start planning. Sam stated that the Club doesn’t pay for anything except for
some up-front money for which the Club will be reimbursed. Cindy Atkinson suggested setting up a
separate account for the event for “seed money”. If there is any profit, those funds go to the Model T Ford
Club of America.
Volunteers for the steering committee include: Sam Atkinson, Cindy Atkinson, Mary Ellen Stevenson, Dave
Groerich, Keith Sanders and Steven Williams.
Keith Sanders made the motion to proceed with plans to host the 2021 national meeting. The motion was
seconded by Mike Flaherty and carried unanimously, with no objections.
Keith Sanders reported that there were no new members; there were no new visitors.
Steven Thum discussed the May tour which is the third Sunday in May. He suggested going to the winery
in Hillsboro; there is an up-front fee of $3.00 per person for reservations which includes tables and chairs.
The winery has food available, but visitors can bring in a basket lunch, however, bringing in beverages is
prohibited. Steven Thum said the trip is about 30 miles each way.
Steven Williams announced that Sam Atkinson received the prestigious Rosenthal Award this year from the
Model T Ford Club of America, and the trophy was presented.
Since the last meeting, Steve Dodson and Jerry Ellerbeck, Jr. presented the Club’s donation check to the
Shriners Hospital for Children.
The 50/50 drawing was $48.50 each for the winning tickets held by Kent Gilbane and Damon Baker. There
was a third drawing for a Model T belt buckle which was donated by Dave O’Malley, and Mary Ellen
Stevenson won the belt buckle.
At 9:25 p.m., there being no further business, Nick Dattoli made the motion to adjourn; the motion was
seconded by Dave Kuenzel and carried unanimously, with no objections. The meeting adjourned at 9:25
p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Ruth E. Baker, Secretary
The Golden Quill Award is presented by Old Cars Weekly as
recognition for the publishing efforts of national, regional and local
car clubs, registries, associations, museums and related
organizations. Researcher and OCW columnist Dr. Gerald
Perschbacher serves as chief judge. He and the OCW staff
inspected and evaluated publications throughout the year.
For some reason we did not receive this award for 2018, but we’re back! Notice was just posted that
The Occasional has once more been honored in our category - 2019 Compact Chapter publications. It is
extremely gratifying to produce a publication worthy of such national recognition. I could not do it without
the efforts of my wife Sherry, my ardent proofreader. But more important are the contributions club
members make with photos and articles. Plus the unwavering support of the Board of Directors who funds
the publication. And don’t forget! Suggestions are always welcome!
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July/August Occasional
DEADLINE

President - Steven G. Williams
(2020-2021) 636-575-1469
Vice President - Kent Gilbane
(2019-2020) 573-424-2599
Treasurer - Bonnie Dattoli (2019-2020)
314-849-0906

The deadline for news and items for the July/August issue of
The Occasional is June 15th. Please submit any information to
Steven Williams, steven1912@charter.net or call 636-575-1469.
Pictures and articles are wanted, but we need names with
photos please. Thanks!

Secretary - Ruth Baker (2020-2021)
636-282-1810

2019-2020:
Sam Atkinson, 636-346-7910
Dave Groerich, 314-607-7071
Don Spaeth, 636-285-0851
Mary Ellen Stevenson, 314-401-1590
2020-2021:
Gerald Ellerbeck, Sr., 314-638-6137
Daniel Mullis, 314-416-4954
Keith Sanders, 314-329-6377
Steven Thum, 314-374-7005
From A Book of the Best Ford Jokes:
“Awful accident last night - car
turned a corner.”
“No reason for an accident, was it?”
“Yeh. There wasn’t any corner.”

Annual Meeting - Cindy Atkinson, 636-386-2088;
Calling Chain - Buffy Baker (636-577-3220) and Gayle Ellerbeck
(636-337-5584).
Flowers and Cards Membership - Keith Sanders, 314-329-6377
Parades - Sam Atkinson, 636-346-7910
Picnics and chili cookoff - Flo Reichardt (341-939-6619) & Daniel
Mullis (314-416-4954
Promotional Appearances - Steven Thum, 314-374-7005
Rapid Assembly Teams - Sam Atkinson, 636-346-7910
Refreshments - Daniel Mullis, 314-416-4954
Swap Meet - Director - Kent Gilbane, 573-424-2599
Registration - Sam Atkinson, 636-346-7910
The Occasional - Editor - Steven Williams, 636-575-1469
Proof-reader - Sherry Williams, 636-548-8256
Photographer - Cindy Atkinson, 636- 386-2088
Tours - Spring - Steven Thum, 314-374-7005
Overnight - Sam Atkinson, 636-346-7910
Fall - Steve Stevenson, 314-640-0048
Tour de Frost - Sam Atkinson, 636-346-7910
Webmaster - Mike Flaherty, 314-968-8574

Basic information about the model t ford club of greater st. Louis
Meetings are held the second Friday of each month, 8 PM, at the Freedom Masonic Temple, 4557 Lemay
Ferry Road, south St. Louis County. Membership: Keith Sanders is the membership chairman, and you may
contact him regarding membership in both the Model T Club of Greater St. Louis, and our parent organization,
the Model T Ford Club of America. Contact information: Telephone: 314-329-6377. Email: jenkeith4@att.net.
We strongly encourage national membership. Dues are only $40 to the Model T Ford Club of America (P.O.
Box 996; Richmond, IN 47375-0996) which includes automatic Local Membership. In other words, join MTFCA
and your membership in the Model T Ford Club of Greater St. Louis is free!!! Otherwise, dues to the St. Louis
club are $20 per year.
The advantage of belonging to the national organization is a bi-monthly award-winning publication - The
Vintage Ford. It is a great publication, full of valuable information for Model T owners. Also, check out the
national club’s website at www.mtfca.com and especially the forum which is full of great information.
Our website is www.stlmodeltclub.org.
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WWW.STLMODELTCLUB.ORG

MODEL T FORD CLUB
OF GREATER ST. LOUIS, INC.
P.O. BOX 2251
FLORISSANT, MO 63032

Sam Atkinson, left, holding the Rosenthal Award. Previous Rosenthal Award winners standing between him
and Ed Archer, right, Past President of the Model T Ford Club of America
The Model T Ford Club of America (P.O. Box 996; Richmond, IN 47375-0996) was formed to encourage and promote
active interest in the Model T Ford and its history by membership unrestricted as to location. It is non-profit and
non-discriminatory, and is dedicated to widening the base of the hobby by providing information, assistance, and direction
to interested parties. Sample copies of their magnificent magazine, The Vintage Ford, are available free upon request at the
above address. Active touring chapters are encouraged, in order to spread interest and participation events. Regional and
national activities are provided by the chapters. Members of the MTFCA may be members of the Model T Ford Club of
Greater St. Louis with no additional dues or payment. For further information on joining, see inside the back cover. Also
check out our website: www.stlmodeltclub.org.
“THE OCCASIONAL” is a bi-monthly publication of the Model T Ford Club of Greater St. Louis, Inc., a chapter of the
Model T Ford Club of America. Copyright 2020, all rights reserved. Material from this newsletter may be reprinted
or shared by our club members with proper citation.

