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Message from the president
Dear Friends,
What can I say about this year, which has not already been said? Tours, swap meets, shows and
more all canceled. At this writing even Hershey has been canceled! And who knows what else will be
canceled as we move into the Fall. In addition, there is speculation about a second wave of infections.
Who would ever have thought? For many groups and businesses this is a very difficult year. For us
especially, as we lost ALL our income for the year.
Cars and people - that’s what a club like ours is all about. People who have an appreciation of, and
affinity for a particular automobile. We’re not just about the cars, nor are we just about the people. It is
both/and. In some respects we’re like an extended family - we care about and for each other, but
sometimes personalities clash. Sometimes things are said or done that rub the wrong way. But because
we focus on the cars, and the club as a whole, we “forgive and forget.” I know some of the club history,
and the extremely difficult periods of the past. But we’ve come through them. This year is going to be
extremely difficult for us, as we adjust to our new financial reality, and seek to make accommodations for it
in order for us to thrive. Not just survive, but thrive.
As participants on any tour know, when a car has problems, everyone jumps in to help. We want the
car running so the owner/driver can continue on his way and have an enjoyable time. Everyone who
participates in getting the car going has a sense of accomplishment. This is the same kind of attitude we
will bring to our upcoming budget discussions. We can do this, together. At the July meeting the Board
hopes to present to you amendments to our Constitution and By-Laws establishing a new fiscal year.
Currently our fiscal year is January 1 through December 31. But we don’t know what our income is
until the Swap Meet the first Sunday in May. Thus the change to a July 1 through June 30 fiscal year.
This will enable us to prepare a budget between May and July of each year based on the income from the
Swap Meet. We also hope to have for your consideration a budget for fiscal year July 1, 2020 through
June 30, 2021. This obviously will reflect the new reality of our lack of income because the Swap Meet this
past May was canceled.
Just as I look forward to preparing my cars for shows and tours, then driving them and enjoying the
events, I am looking forward to these next twelve months with you. It is going to be challenging. It is going
to be exasperating and frustrating, but we will adjust and make a success of it.
Are you coming along for the ride?
Steven

EDITOR’S NOTES
Dear Fellow T Enthusiasts Some years ago I found several early auto joke books, which I’ve quoted
from regularly. I hope you find it interesting to glimpse into the humor
regarding cars and drivers at the beginning of the automobile age. News
reports indicate there was quite a bit of carnage on city streets and country
lanes because of careless drivers. Not only pedestrians, and other
automobilists, but horses were victims also.
As you have also noticed, racial attitudes were much different back then.
Fortunately we have come a very long way since then, though as recent
events have demonstrated, we still have a ways to go. For instance:
“yellow peril,” mentioned in the joke on page two, referred to the perceived
threat from Japan in particular and Asia in general, to our country. The
phrase was in use as late as the World War 2 years. But the joke turned it from race to the very real
automotive peril. Pedestrians literally took their lives in their hands to venture on the streets in the early
years of the automobile age. Reprinting these jokes and stories is in no way an endorsement of their
attitudes. It is simply to reveal to us how far we’ve come, both in automotive safety and cultural
sensitivities. See you down the road!
Steven G. Williams (email - steven1912@charter.net; cell 636-575-1469)
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Calendar of events
2020
Considering the uncertainties caused by the coronavirus, events of our club will be announced via email to
the club members, in case we have to cancel anything. Regarding events sponsored by other organizations,
I suggest you contact that organization regarding cancellation before you leave town for the event. Do not
hesitate to call or email the Club President if you have any questions. Also check our website:
www.stlmodeltclub.org.
July

8 - Board of Director’s meeting, 7 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge
10- Membership meeting, 8 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge, 4557 Lemay Ferry Rd., St. Louis
11-12 - Overnight Tour, see article page 9.
18-23 - MTFCA National Tour, Spokane, Washington. Postponed to 2021!

August

2 - Annual Picnic, see below.
12 - Board of Director’s meeting, 7 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge
14 - Membership meeting, 8 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge, 4557 Lemay Ferry Rd., St. Louis
Check out www.mtfca for more Model T Ford Club of America tours, information, forum, etc.
16 - DARE Car Show, Edwardsville, Cancelled!

Sept.

9 - Board of Director’s meeting, 7 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge
11 - Membership meeting, 8 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge, 4557 Lemay Ferry Rd., St. Louis
26 - Parke County, Indiana Covered Bridge Tour. Info: Brian Jordan, modeltcbt@gmail.com

February 26, 27, 2021 - St. Louis - Annual meeting of the Model T Ford Club of America, hosted by our
club!

Regarding “The Occasional”
Sam Atkinson has suggested that if you prefer NOT to receive The Occasional by mail, email or
call Steven Williams (steven1912@charter.net or 636-575-1469) and discontinue your mailed copy.
You may access the color copy of The Occasional on our website, either to print it out or read it
online. If you do nothing, you will continue to receive your print copy by mail.
From Rattling Ford Jokes No. 40, Royal Pub. Co., Philadelphia, 1915
Gobang - Do you think there is any real danger in the yellow peril?
Ukerdek - Oh, yes, of course! But the red or black autos are just as bad.

2020 Model T Club Picnic - August 2nd
Our annual Picnic is once again graciously hosted by
George Paugh at his home, 937 Forder Road. (Forder is
between Lemay Ferry Road and Telegraph Road, just south
of I-255.)
The Club will once again furnish the meat and soda. We
ask members to bring a pot luck dish or dessert to share.
Bring your swimsuits and enjoy the pool. We will have some
games and bingo. The bingo will start around 12 noon ad
go to 1 or 1:15. The meat will be cooked on-site. You may
want to bring a chair. Please call Flo Reichardt, (314-9396619) to let her know you’re coming, so meat can be
bought! See you there!
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CORONA CRUISE
By Sam Atkinson

The order to ‘Shelter in Place’ and maintain 6 ft social distance had been in effect since mid
March, all the normal old car activities had been canceled and the old car drivers were getting
cabin fever so we thought it was a good idea to get out and exercise our beloved T’s.
On Sunday May 3rd (the day our Swap Meet was supposed to take place) 8 Model T’s and 15
members met at the corner of Watson and Lindbergh in Sunset Hills, anxious to get going. After
about 30 minutes of socially-distant chit-chat we departed on our 25 mile route thru south and west
county. The route was simple and didn’t really travel any scenic back roads but it didn’t matter
because we had been house bound for weeks and were thrilled just to get out in our cars. After a
food stop at SONIC DRIVE IN we dispersed and headed home happy to have spent such an
enjoyable day with friends.
Socially distancing! Left to
right: Diana Thum, Mary
Ellen Stevenson, Bonnie
Dattoli, Joyce Langguth,
and Cindy Atkinson.

Those participating were; Dave Sarniguet, Dave O’Malley, Steve Heatherly (driving Don
Spaeth’s car), Don Spaeth (riding ‘shotgun’ in his car), Mike Flaherty (riding in the back seat of
Don Spaeth’s car), Steve and Diana Thum, Steve and Mary Ellen Stevenson, Laren and Joyce
Langguth, Sam and Cindy Atkinson, Nick and Bonnie Dattoli, and it was great to see Pete
Liebetreu and his ultra cool ’26 TT.

Above, Pete Liebetreu & his ‘26
Ton Truck.

Above, Laren & Joyce Langguth
in their ‘21 Touring car.

Above, Steven & Diana Thum in
their ‘25 Touring car.

Below, David Sarniguet and his
‘27 Tudor Sedan

Below, Steve & Mary Ellen
Stevenson & their ‘23 Touring car.

Below, Dave O’Malley & his ‘25
Coupe.
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Corona cruise, continued

Above, Cindy & Sam
Atkinson & their ‘27
Roadster

Above, Nick & Bonnie Dattoli

Top right, social
distancing.
Left and right, the cars did
not practice social
distancing.

From Rattlin’ Ford Jokes, 1915:
Little Tommy - Say, pop, Mr. Jones has got N.Y. on his automobile, and Mr. Brown has N.J. on his.
Now what are you going to put on yours?
Voice from under the Machine - Shut up, boy! I guess I’ll label her N. G. Blankety-blank-blank!
“The manipulator of an automobile is called a ‘shofer.’ I don’t see why.” “You don’t?”
“No. He gives you very little show for your life.”
Judge - You are accused of having driven your car directly against the barn. You made no apparent
effort to avoid accident.
Chauffeur - You do me a great injustice, your honor. I tooted my horn repeatedly and even slowed
down to eighteen miles. The barn had ample time to get out of the way.

Model
T
Postcard
Humor
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2020 “Illegal” Car Show
By Michael Flaherty

I recently had Fairway Automotive in Crestwood do some electrical work on my Model T, and was very
happy with how the work turned out. One of the owners invited me to participate in a local club’s car show
to be held Saturday, May 16th, from 5 to 7 PM. At the time, because of the “lockdown,” it was advertised as
the “Illegal Car Show.” At their suggestion I invited some of our club members to attend. Steve and Mary
Ellen Stevenson, Steve and Diana Thum and I represented our club at this event.
Attendees practiced social distancing at the first illegal car show I was ever invited to. The police
showed up shortly after 5:00 PM as the photo indicates. But the officer was there to check out the cars, not
to shut the event down. And as soon as he moved the squad car, attendance improved. I did not get any
good photos of the lifted 4 x 4 truck club, as they left as soon as the squad car showed up.
It wasn’t a big show, about 20 cars parked at the event, the squad car scared off a few more entries. The
event ended a little early due to rain, but it was good to get out and see some folks enjoy the hobby.

L to r: Mary Ellen & Steve Stevenson; Mike
Flaherty; Diana & Steven Thum.

Fairway Automotive employees and my car - 1914
Model T Speedster.

From A Book of the Best Ford Jokes, pub. By Haldeman-Julius Publications, Girard, KS, n.d.
Mrs. Henry: What are you stopping the flivver for?
Mr. Henry: The road book says to turn north and follow the trolley. We’ll have to wait until one comes
along.
“But, Bertha, how did you make the acquaintance of your second husband?” “It was quite romantic.
You see, I was crossing the street with my first husband, when my second husband came along in a flivver
and ran him down. That was the beginning of our friendship.”
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2020 SPRING TOUR
Due to Covid-19 the Spring Tour was delayed until Sunday, June 14. We met at the south county
Outback Steakhouse parking lot, and headed south on MO-21 to old highway M. Thence east to US
61/67 and south to Smokee Robinson’s Smokehouse where we had a delicious BBQ lunch. From there
folks drove home.

Even the modern cars were Ford products! Left - Sherrie & Steve Dodson with their Mercury; Center Flo Reichardt with Daniel Mullis and his Mercury; Right - Dave and Kathy Groerich in their Mustang.

Far left, Jerry
Ellerbeck & his ‘23
Huckster; Left, Steve
& Mary Ellen
Stevenson & their ‘23
Touring; Right, Diana
& Steven Thum &
their ‘25 Touring.

Below, Dave Sarniguet
working on his timer before
taking his ‘27 Tudor home.
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Far left, Michael
Flaherty & his ‘14
Speedster; Left,
Stephen Heatherly
& Don Spaeth with
Don’s ‘24 Touring;
Right, Cindy & Sam
Atkinson & their ‘27
Roadster.
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MINUTES OF THE MODEL T CLUB OF GREATER ST. LOUIS
FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 2020
The Meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by President Steven Williams.
Minutes were read from the March 13, 2020 club meeting. Sam Atkinson corrected the Minutes,
stating that the Club received first place for the Occasional last year. Dave O’Malley made the motion to
approve the minutes as amended; the motion was seconded by Jim Schild and carried unanimously, with
no objections.
In Bonnie Dattoli’s absence, Steven Williams gave the treasurer’s report. He stated that the payment
of $8,385.00 to Gateway accounts for a large portion of the expenditures. Kathy Groerich made the motion
to approve the Treasurer’s Report; the motion was seconded by Mike Flaherty and carried unanimously,
with no objections.
Mike Flaherty reported that he had no update on the website, except that he did put up information
about the awards.
Steven Williams reported that he is working on the July/August issue of the Occasional. To cut costs,
the Occasional will remain in color on the website, but the print version will be in black and white. Color
pictures will continue to be sent to Cindy Atkinson. And the color version will be posted on our web site.
Dave O’Malley reported that if members have not taken advantage of the available videos, they should
check them out as there are some very helpful ones in the library.
Cindy Atkinson stated that she will be taking orders for women’s shirts.
Kent Gilbane reported that he had been working with Gateway in regard to the cancelled swap meet.
He said an agreement was made for Gateway to keep the Club’s money which was paid for 2020 and to
apply it to 2021, with no price increase, and Gateway will extend the contract until 2022. He said there
were several thousand dollars spent for flyers, postage, etc. for the 2020 swap meet. He suggested that
the Club expect a reduction of 20 to 25% in the 2021 swap meet income.
The Ford’s Unlimited 34th Annual Show was mentioned for July 26. Also, the Kimmswick Father’s Day
Car Show has been rescheduled to September 13.
Steven Thum reported that he and Diana are going to the Covered Bridge Tour. They are interested in
seeing how this is put together. It has not yet been cancelled.
Steven Thum gave details for the Tour on Sunday, June 14, stating that the tour would start at the
Outback parking lot on Lindbergh at 9:00 a.m. and ending up around noon at Smokee Robinson’s in
Pevely. He said the dining room seats 20 people, but he and Diana are bringing chairs and a table. There
is a walk-up window for ordering.
Sam Atkinson reported that the Overnight Tour has been rescheduled to July 11; it is basically the
same tour as last year. Drivers will report to Sam’s Club and go to Perryville for lunch, then on to
Farmington to spend the night.
Steven Williams reported that the Vintage Ford Life Membership rate of $400 for those 65 years of age
and over ends September 1.
Dave Kuenzel stated that he and his wife will co-chair the annual banquet.
As new business, Steven Williams referred to the budget and stated that the Club will have no income
this year. A suggestion was made at the Board meeting to change from a calendar year to a fiscal year of
July 1 through June 30 so the Club would know what income there would be for the fiscal year. He said
that according to the By-Laws, the President can appoint an Amendment Committee to present this for
approval. This will be presented at the July meeting, and a vote would be taken in August. The amendment
was based on motions made by the Board. He said he will be working with Treasurer Bonnie Dattoli on the
budget line by line. He said that since there was no swap meet, attendees at the annual banquet will need
to pay for their own meals. The banquet will be in the meeting hall and take place of expenses for the
December meeting. He said there will be consideration as to what can be phased out without negatively
impacting the club.
Dave Kuenzel mentioned the National Meeting in February, and Steven Williams stated that isn’t going
to cost the Club anything, as the receipts will be sent to National and they will pay. Dave Kuenzel
suggested contacting area Ford dealers to have a program book.
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June 12 Meeting Minutes continued
Sam Atkinson stated that there have been no program books. He said there will be a need for club
members to volunteer to register people on Friday night, February 26, and accompany attendees on
Saturday and to assist with the meeting Saturday night, February 27. He said that perhaps buses could be
paid for by the Ford dealers. He said the Club can’t make any money; it either needs to be returned to the
people who donated it, or it goes to National. He said the Saturday evening banquet is open to anyone who
wants to attend, but they will need to pay for it.
Steven Thum asked if the annual banquet and meeting will be catered or whether it will be potluck. It
was decided this would be discussed at the next Board meeting. Steven Williams stated the Club won’t be
paying for anything; anyone eating will be paying for their meal. The date of the event will be December 19.
Steven Williams stated the annual meeting needs to be something special.
Keith Sanders reported that there were no new members nor visitors.
Steven Williams read a letter from Susan Yaeger of the National Association. She stated they are
grateful for donations in the challenge match and for the interest in the Model T Museum.
Cindy Atkinson requested members email her a picture of themselves with their Model T’s in the next
month or so.
Jim Schild discussed his book about the two young men driving across the country in 1913 on the
National Trails Road.
The 50//50 drawing was $31.50 each to Earl Yaeger and Steven Williams.
The meeting adjourned at 8:57 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Ruth E. Baker, Secretary

2020 OVERNIGHT TOUR
By Sam Atkinson

This year’s Overnight Tour will be to the Southeast Missouri town of Farmington. Hey wait—didn’t we just
go there last year!? Yes we did but because of Corona virus concerns and the state’s mandatory shutdown the
planning period was cut short—WAY short.
Here are the plans; at 9:00 am Saturday July 11, 2020 we will meet at Sam’s Club on Lemay Ferry Rd (across
the street from where we have our monthly meetings) and we will leave when everyone has arrived. We will
proceed south on Hwy 61 all the way to Perryville for a lunch stop then cut cross-country via little-traveled
back roads to our hotel in Farmington. This route was driven and wholeheartedly approved by all tour goers
last year. You will love this route!
We will be staying at the Crown Pointe Lodge, undoubtedly the nicest Hotel in Farmington. The Crown
Pointe is new, has beautiful surroundings, well managed, has an indoor pool and backs to a golf course. Rates
are $95.40 per room.
That evening we will have dinner at Colton’s Steak House just 3 miles from our hotel.
Sunday morning after breakfast (which is included in the cost of the room) we will drive north on Highway
67 and everyone should be home by early afternoon.
If you decide to go (and we hope you do) you must do 2 things: 1) call Crown Pointe Lodge (573-701-9747)
to reserve your room and be sure to tell them you are with the “Model T Club” 2) Call Sam Atkinson (636386-2088) so he can get an accurate head count for our Saturday night dinner reservation.
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President - Steven G. Williams
(2020-2021) 636-575-1469
Vice President - Kent Gilbane
(2019-2020) 573-424-2599
Treasurer - Bonnie Dattoli (2019-2020)
314-849-0906

September/October Occasional
DEADLINE
The deadline for news and items for the September/October
issue of The Occasional is August 15th. Please submit any
information to Steven Williams, steven1912@charter.net or call
636-575-1469.
Pictures and articles are wanted, but we need
names with photos please. Thanks!

Secretary - Ruth Baker (2020-2021)
636-282-1810

Annual Meeting - Jenny Sanders (314-401-9047) and Dave Kuenzel
(636-230-5887)
2019-2020:
Calling Chain - Buffy Baker (636-577-3220) and Gayle Ellerbeck
(636-337-5584).
Sam Atkinson, 636-346-7910
Flowers and Cards - Sherry Williams (636-548-8256)
Dave Groerich, 314-607-7071
Membership - Keith Sanders, (314-329-6377)
Parades - Sam Atkinson, (636-346-7910)
Don Spaeth, 636-285-0851
Picnics and chili cookoff - Flo Reichardt (341-939-6619) & Daniel
Mullis (314-416-4954 )
Mary Ellen Stevenson, 314-401-1590
Promotional Appearances - Steven Thum (314-374-7005)
2020-2021:
Rapid Assembly Teams - Sam Atkinson (636-346-7910)
Refreshments - Daniel Mullis (314-416-4954)
Gerald Ellerbeck, Sr., 314-638-6137
Swap Meet - Director - Kent Gilbane (573-424-2599)
Registration - Sam Atkinson (636-346-7910)
Daniel Mullis, 314-416-4954
The Occasional - Editor - Steven Williams (636-575-1469)
Keith Sanders, 314-329-6377
Proof-reader - Sherry Williams (636-548-8256)
Photographer - Cindy Atkinson (636-386-2088)
Steven Thum, 314-374-7005
Tours - Spring - Steven Thum (314-374-7005)
Overnight - Sam Atkinson (636-346-7910)
From A Book of the Best Ford Jokes:
Fall - Steve Stevenson (314-640-0048)
Tour de Frost - Sam Atkinson (636-346-7910)
“Do you know the nature of an oath,
Webmaster
- Mike Flaherty (314-968-8574)
ma’am?” inquired the judge.
“Well I reckon I orter,” was the reply.
“My husband owns a Ford.”

Basic information about the model t ford club of greater st. Louis
Meetings are held the second Friday of each month, 8 PM, at the Freedom Masonic Temple, 4557 Lemay
Ferry Road, south St. Louis County. Membership: Keith Sanders is the membership chairman, and you may
contact him regarding membership in both the Model T Club of Greater St. Louis, and our parent organization,
the Model T Ford Club of America. Contact information: Telephone: 314-329-6377. Email: jenkeith4@att.net.
We strongly encourage national membership. Dues are only $40 to the Model T Ford Club of America (P.O.
Box 996; Richmond, IN 47375-0996) which includes automatic Local Membership. In other words, join MTFCA
and your membership in the Model T Ford Club of Greater St. Louis is free!!! Otherwise, dues to the St. Louis
club are $20 per year.
The advantage of belonging to the national organization is a bi-monthly award-winning publication - The
Vintage Ford. It is a great publication, full of valuable information for Model T owners. Also, check out the
national club’s website at www.mtfca.com and especially the forum which is full of great information.
Our website is www.stlmodeltclub.org.
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WWW.STLMODELTCLUB.ORG

MODEL T FORD CLUB
OF GREATER ST. LOUIS, INC.
P.O. BOX 2251
FLORISSANT, MO 63032

Spring Tour, front row: Steve Stevenson; Sherry Williams; Sherrie Dodson; Diana Thum; and Flo Reichardt.
Rear: Stephen Heatherly; Dave Sarniguet; Don Spaeth; Sam Atkinson; Steven Williams; Mary Ellen Stevenson;
Steve Dodson; Michael Flaherty; Steven Thum; Daniel Mullis; Kathy Groerich; Bill Mikko; Dave Groerich; and Cindy
Atkinson.
The Model T Ford Club of America (P.O. Box 996; Richmond, IN 47375-0996) was formed to encourage and promote
active interest in the Model T Ford and its history by membership unrestricted as to location. It is non-profit and
non-discriminatory, and is dedicated to widening the base of the hobby by providing information, assistance, and direction
to interested parties. Sample copies of their magnificent magazine, The Vintage Ford, are available free upon request at the
above address. Active touring chapters are encouraged, in order to spread interest and participation events. Regional and
national activities are provided by the chapters. Members of the MTFCA may be members of the Model T Ford Club of
Greater St. Louis with no additional dues or payment. For further information on joining, see inside the back cover. Also
check out our website: www.stlmodeltclub.org.
“THE OCCASIONAL” is a bi-monthly publication of the Model T Ford Club of Greater St. Louis, Inc., a chapter of the
Model T Ford Club of America. Copyright 2020, all rights reserved. Material from this newsletter may be reprinted
or shared by our club members with proper citation.

