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Newly elected officers installed at the Annual Meeting and Christmas Banquet, December 11: Left to
right: Steven Williams, President; Ruth Baker, Secretary; Directors Daniel Mullis, Keith Sanders,
StevenThum, and Gerald Ellerbeck.
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Message from the president
Dear Friends,
Louise O’Neal was 98 or 99 when she fell and broke her hip getting off the bus to return to her
home of over 50 years. She lived alone since her husband died. I visited her in the hospital and
nursing home, where she stayed for three months while recovering, and then returned home. She
lived to celebrate her 101st birthday.
During one such visit she kept referring to a “young woman.” Something didn’t add up though,
so I, who was about 28 years old at the time (young to me was a teenager then), asked her, “Mrs.
O’Neal, just how old is this young woman?” She thought for a moment, and replied, “Her last
birthday she turned 71.” A simple matter of perspective, isn’t it?
I first met Don Bolton at his garage across from the Cowboy Hall of Fame in Oklahoma City
during the 2015 Glidden Tour. At that point he had about 18 stunningly beautiful brass cars. A
year later we were meeting our kids in Oklahoma City for a family reunion, and I contacted Don
asking if we could see his collection. Ever the graceful host he readily agreed. He was still
collecting and restoring cars, passing away aged 91, with 23 or 24 brass cars.
Louise O’Neal and Don Bolton are my inspirations. Louise because she didn’t let anything get
her down and maintained her independence living past 100. Don because he kept collecting and
restoring brass cars, and sharing them with anyone with an honest interest in them.
Since my retirement in 2013 I’ve had six surgeries and two trips to the hospital emergency
room. Sherry was diagnosed with Parkinson’s in 2004 and spent 47 days in the hospital following
her broken neck in January, 2019. Keeping Don and Louise in mind, we haven’t slowed down.
We still travel, do car shows and tours, and restore and drive our cars.
My point is, its a New Year, and each year is what we make it. We all have problems and
difficulties. It isn’t that we have problems and difficulties, its how we respond that counts.
Paraphrasing Mark Twain, “It isn’t that you’re dealt a winning hand, its how you play the hand
you’re dealt that counts.” I hope 2022 is going to be as enjoyable and exciting for you as it is for
us! Our T’s were made for fun! - Steven

EDITOR’S NOTES
Dear Fellow T Enthusiasts My deepest thanks to Dave Groerich for picking up the last
issue of The Occasional from the printer, preparing it for
mailing, and mailing it. It thus got into the post office about two
weeks earlier than I had planned. Which was good for those
of you who depend on the printed version.
In the meantime, Sherry and I had a wonderful time on our
three week jaunt to the Grand Canyon, Las Vegas, and
Tombstone, AZ.
Since returning home we’ve hit the ground running. I started work on this issue November
19, between trips to Minneapolis, Minnesota, and Baltimore, MD. And at this writing we are still
trying to complete the new garage, which we’re calling The Showroom. I hope to have it
finished by Christmas. Time and weather will tell.
I don’t know about you, but I no longer make New Year’s Resolutions. Most of them I never
kept, and I’m always making plans, so why bother with resolutions? Although they do provide
admirable goals for which a person should strive. I must admit, this year I am hoping to
complete the year without an error or typo in any of these issues. Yes, and in the same fantasy
I’ll win the PowerBall too! Happy New Year to you and yours!
Steven G. Williams (email - steven1912@charter.net; cell 636-575-1469)
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Calendar of events
2022
Considering the uncertainties caused by the Coronavirus, verify any national or regional events before going.
January
`

12 - Board of Director’s meeting, 7 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge
14 - Membership Meeting, 8 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge, 4557 Lemay Ferry Rd., St. Louis

February

5 - Tour de Frost, 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM, at Sports Cafe, Bridgeton. See article below.
9 - Board of Director’s meeting, 7 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge
11 - Membership Meeting, 8 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge, 4557 Lemay Ferry Rd., St. Louis

March

9 - Board of Director’s meeting, 7 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge
11 - Membership Meeting, 8 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge, 4557 Lemay Ferry Rd., St. Louis
22-27 - Model T Ford Club of America Annual meeting, we’re hosting. Mark the dates.

NEW MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY READY!
Keith Sanders reports that the new membership directory is ready, and will be available for pickup at the
January membership meeting. They will also be available at the Tour de Frost, and the February
membership meeting. After that, you may obtain one by calling Keith and requesting one be mailed.

By Sam Atkinson
This year’s mid-winter attitude adjustment will be 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM Saturday February 5 at “Sports
Café” in Bridgeton, 3579 Pennridge, 63044 (same place as last year).
This is our club’s first event of the year and all who have attended in the past agree this is a fun outing at
a great place during the worst time of the year. I encourage everyone to join us for a few hours of friendly
chit-chat, a good meal, an adult beverage and fellowship with other club members. If the weather cooperates
(and it frequently doesn’t) we’d love to see some Model T’s driven there that day but regardless of the
weather and no matter what you drive JUST BE THERE!!

MODEL T FORD CLUB OF AMERICA
NATIONAL MEETING
Our club is hosting this annual meeting, at which we expect approximately 50 people from
around the country to attend. At future club meetings we will have additional information,
schedules, and registration forms. Club members have the option of registering for the entire
meeting, cost is $140.00. Another option is an “a la carte” registration for local club members only.
That registration form is printed on the following page. If you choose the a la carte option, you will
still have to pay for a name tag. Both forms will also be available at future club meetings. Please
pay attention to dates and fees. In addition to the fees listed, if you go to the Gateway Arch, there
will be a parking fee there, unless you ride the bus.
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For members of the model t ford club of greater st. Louis
Use this form to register for the national meeting
2022 annual meeting, model t ford club of america march
25 & 26, St. Louis, Mo.
Registration must be postmarked by March 11th, return to
Sam Atkinson, 115 Covert Lane, Ellisville, MO 63021
* We encourage our members to participate in these events marked with an *. Fees listed are for
local members only, a la carte. If you prefer to register for the entire event, use the National Form,
copies available.
Please print your information CLEARLY, we are not responsible for errors due to illegibility.
Main registration contact:
Name: _______________________________________ Phone: _______________________________
Address: _____________________________________

Email: _______________________________

City, State, Zip: _______________________________
Print names for name tags, $5 each, mandatory.

Print Home Model T Chapter Name:

________________________________

_______________________________________

________________________________

_______________________________________

________________________________

_______________________________________

________________________________

_______________________________________
Quantity

Name tag/s (Mandatory!)

____ x $5 ea. =

$______

Friday - * Meet and greet at the Sheraton West Port Plaza Tower Hotel,
Saturday
- Bus Transportation
- Arch Entrance Fee
- Arch Tram Ride (includes pre ride tour)
- Lunch
* - Banquet

____ x $15 ea. =
____ x $15 ea. =
____ x $3 ea. =
____ x $16 ea. =
____ x $15 ea. =
____ x $50 ea. =

$______
$______
$______
$______
$______
$______

Commemorative T

Small Med. Large XL

Shirts, $12.50 each.

2XL

3XL

____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ x $12.50 =
TOTAL:

$_________
$_________

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: MTFCA 2022 ANNUAL MEETING, AND
MAIL TO SAM ATKINSON, 115 COVERT LANE, ELLISVILLE, MO 63021.
MUST BE POSTMARKED BY MARCH 11, 2022.
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Christmas in St. Louis Parade
Weather and member’s cars did not cooperate for this year’s Christmas Parade held in downtown St.
Louis, Thanksgiving Day. We had the lowest participation in many years, but the folks who drove
represented us quite well!

Top left: Cindy and Sam Atkinson with their ‘27
Roadster
Top right: Steve Stevenson with his ‘23 Touring
and Sam Atkinson.
Bottom left: Steven and Diana Thum with
grandson A.J. Bosler and their ‘26 Fordor.

Model
T
Postcard
Humor
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Annual Meeting and Christmas Banquet, December 11, 2021
By Steven Williams; photos by Cindy Atkinson
What a difference a year makes! Last year’s annual meeting had to be postponed until January of this
year due to Covid and restrictions. Attendance at the meeting was, naturally, down. But this year? The
place was packed! We had 50 folks there, enjoying good food and wonderful fellowship. The photos tell the
story … New officers are pictured on the front cover. Our thanks to Dave Kuenzel, Jenny Sanders, and
Cindy Atkinson for planning the event and making all the arrangements.

Sam Atkinson presenting
the Hard Luck Award to
Paul Diebold.

All of the recipients of the Hard
Luck Award, some more than
once: Steven Thum, Sam
Atkinson, Kent Gilbane, Paul
Diebold, Jerry Ellerbeck Jr., Keith
Sanders, and Don Spaeth.

Steven Williams
presenting the President’s
Award plaque to Bonnie
Dattoli, recipient of the
President’s Trophy in
2020.

Left, Joe &
Diana
Trewhella.

Steven Williams presenting
the President’s Trophy to
Michael Flaherty, for his
dedicated work on our web
site.

Three “handsome” characters! Left to
right: Jerry Ellerbeck Sr., Steven
Williams, and Jerry Ellerbeck Jr.
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Right, Dave &
Judy Kuenzel.

Aaron and Rhonda Ford.

Suzanne Pourcillie and Kent
Gilbane.
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Annual Meeting and Christmas Banquet

Sam & Cindy Atkinson

Jerry Ellerbeck Sr. & Marilyn
LaRose

Steve & Mary Ellen Stevenson

Right to left; Karl Abe &
daughter Kristi Abe, Dennis
Barry

The Bakers: Buffy, Ken and Ruth,
Damon.

Steven & Sherry (seated)
Williams, Carol Teaney

Seated, Flo Reichardt and
her children Phil Jr. & Linda
Koste

Above, Paul & April Diebold
Left: Steve & Mary Ellen
Stevenson, Don Spaeth,
Patty McFadden

Left to right: Diana Trewhella, Cindy Atkinson,
Bonnie Dattoli, Mary Lou Ammann

Bill Tabor
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Annual Meeting and Christmas Banquet

Jerry Ellerbeck Jr. & Nick Dattoli

Diana Thum & Bonnie Dattoli,
Damon and Buffy Baker in the
background.

Mary Lou Ammann, Rhonda Ford,
Gayle Ellerbeck.

Nick Dattoli & Karl Abe

Steven Thum & Ruth Baker

Daniel Mullis & Flo Reichardt

Joe duever, rip November 11, 2021
Those of you who toured with Joe recognize this photo! Provided to me
from Dick Lodge via Sam Atkinson, it seems that Joe ran out of gas on
nearly every tour.
The wonderful reality of a club like ours are the memories made and
friendships that endure, as we focus on preserving our cars for the next
generation and driving them.
Nature and time may take members from us, but neither can diminish the
memories of good times shared.
Maybe it will snow sometime this winter!
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MINUTES OF THE MODEL T FORD CLUB OF GREATER ST. LOUIS
OF FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2021
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by President Steven Williams.
Steven Williams announced that Jim Duever had contacted him to say that Joe Duever, his father, age 94,
had passed away. Steven said he would send members an e-mail with visitation and funeral information. He
then stated that there is no change in Flo Reichardt’s situation.
Minutes were read from the October 8, 2021 meeting. Steven Thum made the motion to approve the
minutes; the motion was seconded by Daniel Mullis and carried unanimously.
Treasurer Bonnie Dattoli gave the treasurer’s report. She stated that so far, 16.14% of the budget has
been utilized. Sam Atkinson made the motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report. The motion was seconded
by Bill Tabor and carried unanimously.
Don Spaeth reported that there are no new additions to the library, but everything is available for the
members. Dave O’Malley reported that there is nothing new, but all videos are available for the members.
Steven Williams stated that the November/December Occasional was e-mailed to all members and Dave
Groerich mailed the printed version. Steven stated that the deadline for the next Occasional will be December
15.
In response to a question, Steven Williams reminded the membership that, for security purposes, five
minutes after each meeting starts, the entrance door will be locked. There will be a notification on the door
with the telephone number for the Lodge for anyone coming after the door is locked.
Steven Williams stated that Kent Gilbane reported the Swap Meet status to the Board Wednesday night.
He was successful in negotiating financial arrangements whereby Grizzly is offering seven years of one-year
contracts with approval every year by both Grizzly and the Club before October 1 for the event. He stated
that the cost will be $4,500.00 each year for the first four years. The last three years will be $5,000.00
annually. He said he would be working with Kent Gilbane on a layout and confer with Sam Atkinson to
assure that it would work well. Steven Williams stated that someone will be needed to shadow Sam Atkinson
for the upcoming Swap Meet and to take over registration for the following year. He said he understands that
the best part of the duties involves visiting with people on the telephone and making new friends. Sam
Atkinson said the Club has a loyal following.
Steven Williams stated that the post office box will be moved from Florissant to the post office in
Sappington next to the bank for convenience.
The cost and reservation form for the Christmas Banquet on December 11 at Candicci’s in Ballwin was
discussed.
Jenny Sanders stated that she has a rough draft of the Club’s roster for members to check for accuracy.
She and Keith hope to have them back from the printer to hand out at the Christmas Banquet.
Jerry Ellerbeck, Jr. suggested a poker run for a fundraiser. He discussed costs for advertising, gifts,
raffles, and he explained how a poker run can be carried out. Steven Williams stated that this suggestion
would be discussed at the January Board meeting.
Sam Atkinson reported that there were five cars in the Veterans Parade, and it was a very good event. He
said the Missouri Historical Society has taken over the parade. Sam stated that the paperwork had been
submitted for the Christmas Parade, but he hasn’t heard back from them yet. Steven Williams stated he had a
sign-up sheet for interested members, and as soon as the Club is notified, he would let those people know.
Sam Atkinson stated that the Model T Haven is moving and they are having an auction next Tuesday and
Wednesday. He said there is a lot of good stuff and also a lot of stuff that isn’t that desirable.
Steven Thum stated that Dorothy Steingrubey has her 1926 Coupe for sale.
Sam Atkinson talked about the parade for the terminally ill boy in Overland. He said that Ken Crowder
was driving a Model T from the VFW in Overland, and he had expressed interest in joining the Club.
Steven Williams read an e-mail from Lou Brock about restored cars and parts in a garage at 3491 Fee Fee
Road in Bridgeton. He said the family is planning a sale on Saturday, December 11 from 9:00 a.m. until noon
for interested members of the Model T Club.
Continued next page.
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November 12 minutes, continued:
Bill Tabor said he is interested in buying moto-meters to fix and restore.
Steven Williams introduced Jack Wachter, a guest and friend of Mary Lou Ammann.
The 50/50 drawing was $25.50 each for Jerry Ellerbeck, Jr. and Jerry Ellerbeck, Sr.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:02 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Ruth E. Baker, Secretary

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
MODEL T FORD CLUB OF GREATER ST. LOUIS
OF SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2021
After members enjoyed the dinner prepared by Candicci’s Restaurant in Ballwin, the Annual Meeting
was called to order at 2:00 p.m. by President Steven Williams. President Williams discussed the
Rosenthal Awards. He said the awards care about what happens as a group dedicated to the Model T.
President Williams discussed the upcoming 2022 Swap Meet and stated that the Club is currently
waiting for a contract from Grizzly’s Ball Park for having the Swap Meet there. He said this will save the
Club about $3,000 a year.
Dave Kuenzel stated that on page 4 of Chapter 3 of membership rules that members can submit a name
for a free membership, and a decision can be made by the Board.
There was a reminder about the Club hosting the upcoming annual meeting of the Model T Ford Club
of America in St. Louis. Local members probably won’t get a discount, so we will probably be paying the
full rate.
Steven Williams stated that the $20.00 local membership dues will stay in place until the Board
rescinds it. The Club needs to have another successful Swap Meet to have possible free local membership.
Cindy Atkinson read a very nice, supportive letter from Flo Reichardt’s son. Steven Williams stated
that the Club had received a Christmas card from the accountant. Sam Atkinson presented Steven Williams
with a shirt with interesting expressions on the back.
Sam Atkinson then presented the Hard Luck Award to Paul Diebold whose engine locked up during the
overnight tour to Jefferson City.
President Steven Williams presented the plaque for the 2020 President’s Trophy to Treasurer Bonnie
Dattoli. Then, he presented the 2021 President’s Trophy to Mike Flaherty for all his work on the website.
The new officers were presented, and the Oath of Office was administered by Vice President Kent
Gilbane. The officers taking the oath were:
President Steven Williams.
Secretary Ruth Baker
and Directors: Jerry Ellerbeck, Sr., Daniel Mullis, Keith Sanders, and Steven Thum.
At 2:38 p.m., Jerry Ellerbeck, Jr. made the motion to adjourn. Daniel Mullis seconded the motion.
Motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 2:38 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Ruth E. Baker, Secretary
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President - Steven G. Williams
(2022-2023) 636-575-1469
Vice President - Kent Gilbane
(2021-2022) 573-424-2599
Treasurer - Bonnie Dattoli (2021-2022)
314-849-0906

March/April Occasional
DEADLINE
The deadline for news and items for the March/April issue of
The Occasional is February 10th. Please submit any information
to Steven Williams, steven1912@charter.net or call 636-5751469. Pictures and articles are wanted, but we need names with
photos please. Thanks!

Secretary - Ruth Baker (2022-2023)
636-282-1810

2021-2022:
Sam Atkinson, 636-346-7910
Paul Diebold, 314-210-7778
Dave Groerich, 314-607-7071
Don Spaeth, 636-285-0851
2022-2023:
Gerald Ellerbeck, Sr., 314-255-6973
Daniel Mullis, 314-416-4954
Keith Sanders, 314-722-0042
Steven Thum, 314-374-7005
From The Auto Guest Book of Mobile
Maxims, pub. 1906:
“To lie is beneath contempt, but to
lie beneath one’s auto is contemptible.”
(Ed. Note: I imagine this refers to
doing your own work instead of having
a chauffeur, or lack of prior
preparation.)

Annual Meeting - Jenny Sanders (314-401-9047) and Dave Kuenzel
(636-230-5887)
Calling Chain - Buffy Baker (636-577-3220) and Gayle Ellerbeck
(636-337-5584).
Flowers and Cards - Sherry Williams (636-548-8256)
Membership - Keith Sanders, (314-722-0042)
Parades - Sam Atkinson, (636-346-7910)
Picnics and chili cookoff - Flo Reichardt (341-939-6619) & Daniel
Mullis (314-416-4954 )
Promotional Appearances - Steven Thum (314-374-7005)
Rapid Assembly Teams - Sam Atkinson (636-346-7910)
Refreshments - Daniel Mullis (314-416-4954)
Swap Meet - Director - Kent Gilbane (573-424-2599)
Registration - Sam Atkinson (636-346-7910)
The Occasional - Editor - Steven Williams (636-575-1469)
Proof-reader - Sherry Williams (636-548-8256)
Photographer - Cindy Atkinson (636-386-2088)
Tours - Spring - Steven Thum (314-374-7005)
Overnight - Sam Atkinson (636-346-7910)
Fall - Steve Stevenson (314-640-0048)
Tour de Frost - Sam Atkinson (636-346-7910)
Webmaster - Mike Flaherty (314-968-8574)

Basic information about the model t ford club of greater st. Louis
Meetings are held the second Friday of each month, 8 PM, at the Freedom Masonic Temple, 4557 Lemay
Ferry Road, south St. Louis County. Membership: Keith Sanders is the membership chairman, and you may
contact him regarding membership in both the Model T Club of Greater St. Louis, and our parent organization,
the Model T Ford Club of America. Contact information: Telephone: 314-329-6377. Email: jenkeith4@att.net.
Annual dues (due January 15th each year) are $25, $20 for members of the MTFCA. Dues help pay the rent,
cost of The Occasional, and refreshments, among other expenses.
We also strongly encourage national membership. Dues are only $40 to the Model T Ford Club of America
(P.O. Box 996; Richmond, IN 47375-0996).
The advantage of belonging to the national organization is a bi-monthly award-winning publication - The
Vintage Ford. It is a great publication, full of valuable information for Model T owners. Also, check out the
national club’s website at www.mtfca.com and especially the forum which is full of great information.
Our website is www.stlmodeltclub.org.
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MODEL T FORD CLUB
OF GREATER ST. LOUIS, INC.
P.O. BOX 2251
FLORISSANT, MO 63032

Downtown St. Louis Thanksgiving Day Christmas Parade participants, left to right: Steve
Stevenson; Steven Thum; A.J. Bosler; Diana Thum; Sam Atkinson and Cindy Atkinson
The Model T Ford Club of America (P.O. Box 996; Richmond, IN 47375-0996) was formed to encourage and promote
active interest in the Model T Ford and its history by membership unrestricted as to location. It is non-profit and
non-discriminatory, and is dedicated to widening the base of the hobby by providing information, assistance, and direction
to interested parties. Sample copies of their magnificent magazine, The Vintage Ford, are available free upon request at the
above address. Active touring chapters are encouraged, in order to spread interest and participation events. Regional and
national activities are provided by the chapters. Members of the MTFCA may be members of the Model T Ford Club of
Greater St. Louis with discounted local dues. For further information on joining, see inside the back cover. Also check out
our website: www.stlmodeltclub.org.
“THE OCCASIONAL” is a bi-monthly publication of the Model T Ford Club of Greater St. Louis, Inc., a chapter of the
Model T Ford Club of America. Copyright 2022, all rights reserved. Material from this newsletter may be reprinted
or shared by our club members with proper citation.

