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Message from the president
Dear Friends,
There is a point to this true story, so read on dear friend! Recently Sherry and I were watching
“Duel at Diablo”, a western starring James Garner, Dennis Weaver, Bibi Andersson, and Sidney
Poitier. The story centered around the raiding of a band of Chiricahua Apache indians led by
Chato. I got curious, and looked him up. Born in 1854, he was a protege of Cochise and led
several raids on settlers in Arizona in the 1870’s. He surrendered with Cochise in 1872, going to
live on the San Carlos Reservation in southern Arizona, where he became an Apache Scout with
the US Army.
Following his service as a scout, he was coerced to travel to Washington DC as part of a
peace delegation. He was presented with a Presidential Medal by President Grover Cleveland.
But on the way home the Army took him prisoner, imprisoning him in St. Augustine, FL along with
500 other Apaches. Then he was transferred to Fort Pickens in Florida, and in 1894 he and his
family were allowed to move to Fort Sill, Oklahoma (still an active army fort). In 1913 Chato and
his family opted to go out to the Mescalero Reservation in New Mexico.
Here’s what I found interesting: On August 13, 1934, at 80 years of age, Chato’s Model T
Ford went off the road outside Whitetail, New Mexico, on the Mescalero Apache Reservation, and
he died at the scene.
To change the subject - the tires I ordered last year finally arrived! So I have a couple of
months to get a T ready for the parades in November.
Later, Steven

EDITOR’S NOTES
Dear Fellow T Enthusiasts One of the things I really enjoy about this job as your Editor
is the research I get to do to discover little gems to include,
from the dawn of the automotive age. For us 21st Century
folks, some of the automotive vocabulary from the dawn of the
20th Century may not make much sense. So we have to
scratch our heads to figure out the meaning. A frequent term
used for “speeders” is “scorchers,” “scorching,” etc. Macadam
is another, which refers to a specific type of road construction.
John Loudon McAdam, a Scot, developed the process in the early 1800’s. He laid a layer of
small surface stones over a bed of larger stones on a roadbed 30’ wide with a 3” rise in the
center for water runoff. The action of the road traffic would cause the broken surface stone to
combine with its own angles, merging into a level, solid surface that would withstand weather or
traffic. The first macadam road in the US was between Hagerstown and Boonsboro, Maryland
in 1823. Later, the gaps between the surface stones were filled with a mixture of stone dust and
water, providing a smoother surface for the increased traffic. However, with the advent of the
automobile, dust became quite a problem. In the 1920’s tar was sprayed over the surface, and
soon asphalt paving became common.
Here in Jefferson County, and many other places, as a subsidiary county road becomes
worn, we’ve seen the county spray tar on the roadway, then lay a thin layer of gravel over the
thick tar. As we drive on the newly laid gravel, it is forced to bind together with the tar, and
shortly a new road surface exists. So for today, macadam might be called blacktop or asphalt
roads. Now you know.
Steven G. Williams (email - steven1912@charter.net; cell 636-575-1469)
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Calendar of events
2022
September 9 - Board Meeting, 6:30 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge
- Membership Meeting, 8 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge, 4557 Lemay Ferry Rd., St. Louis
11 - Wheels in Motion Show, Rapid Assembly Team demo, Westport Plaza, ca. 9:45 AM
October

8 - Brass and Nickel Show, Museum of Transportation, 10 AM - 3 PM. 2933 Barrett Station Rd.
9 - Chili Cook-Off, Spring Forest Estates Pavilion, noon
12 - Board Meeting, 7 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge
14 - Membership Meeting, 8 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge, 4557 Lemay Ferry Rd., St. Louis

November 5
9
11
24

-

Veterans Parade, downtown, time to be announced.
Board Meeting, 7:00 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge
Membership Meeting, 8 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge, 4557 Lemay Ferry Rd., St. Louis
Christmas Parade, details to be emailed.

December 10 - Christmas Banquet and Annual Meeting, details forthcoming. But mark your calendars!

New members - Directory changes
We welcome two new member families, so please add this information to your directory.
Mueller, Eugene (Larry) and Brenda. 2729 Corliss Drive, St. Louis, MO 63125
Cell: 314-546-7252. Home: 314-884-5455. Email: elm2729@yahoo.com
Car: 1924 Ford Model T Coupe.
White, Brandon. 6520 Hwy. PP, High Ridge, MO 63049.
Cell: 314-307-6287.
Car: 1924 Ford Model T (“Doctor’s”) Coupe.

CARD RECEIVED
“To our Model T Club Family:
It has been a long time coming, as I had a real hard time feeling well enough to write, as well as write
well enough so that one could read what I was saying.
We both, (Keith and I) are more than thankful for the prayers, cards, and help we received from
everyone. (I’m afraid to mention names, as I don’t want to forget anyone.) It’s been a long time, and we
are still praying for my vision to completely heal, and for Keith’s foot to continue to heal so he can drive
again.
We love you all and can’t tell you what a joy it is to be in this club.
You are the Best,
Keith & Jenny Sanders”

FOR SALE
For Sale: Since my husband’s death in February I have two good wheelchairs with extra long brake handles
and a stair lift for sale. Wheelchairs, $90 each, and stair lift $700. Call Diann Rhoads 314-481-0087.

The Occasional, September/October 2022

Page 2

AMERICA’S BIRTHDAY PARADE
JULY 2, 2022

Kent Gilbane with his Touring
car and Suzanne Pourcillie.
Steve & Mary Ellen Stevenson, their 1923 Touring car.
Below, Left to right: Jerry Ellerbeck Jr., Fallon Twiggs;
Jerry Ellerbeck Sr.; Adelaide Twiggs; and Jerry Sr’s
Grandson Joshua Twiggs.

Cindy & Sam Atkinson and their
1927 Roadster.

Marilyn LaRose with Jerry Ellerbeck, Sr.
This lady was near our group. Turns out she was a “float” all
by herself. Wheels under the skirt held it, as she walked along.
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AMERICA’S BIRTHDAY PARADE, Continued:

Left: David Becherer and his
1925 Touring car.

Jerry Ellerbeck and his
1923 Huckster.

From The Edison & Ford Quote Book, c. 2004, Edison & Ford Winter Estates. Henry Ford:
“One of the greatest discoveries a man makes, one of his surprise, is to find he can do what he was
afraid he couldn’t do.”
“Anyone who stops learning is old, whether at twenty or eighty. Anyone who keeps learning stays
young. The greatest thing in life is to keep your mind young..”

Model
T
Postcard
Humor
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Our rapid assembly team performing at the
indiana state fair in indianapolis
Photographs by Cindy Atkinson and Bonnie Dattoli
Our Rapid Assembly Team was invited to perform at the Indiana State Fair. Team members are listed
on the cover. There were seven performances, and assembly times were: 9:00 am July 29 - 7:53; 11:00
am July 29 - 10:47; 10:30 am July 30 - 7:27; 1:00 pm July 30 - 6:43; 5:00 pm July 30 - 6:40; 10:00 am
July 31- 6:10. Which is the fastest we have EVER done and will probably never be equaled. Other club
members attending: Cindy Atkinson, Nick & Bonnie Dattolie, Suzanne Pourcillie, and Diana Thum, cheering
the team on. Between performances the group had time to enjoy the fair, and fair food, as the photos
indicate.
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Indiana state fair, continued

It wasn’t all work. Above, Suzanne
Pourcillie & Cindy Atkinson. Left &
below: lumber was purchased for
projects.

Above & right,
Paul Diebold &
Sam Atkinson
apparently
trying to figure
out their corn
dogs.
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Your Editor had the pleasure of attending the Celebration
of Brass II in July at the Gilmore Car Museum, and there saw
this adaptation. I would have loved to have seen and heard
the car in action!

MINUTES OF THE MODEL T FORD CLUB OF GREATER ST. LOUIS
OF FRIDAY, JULY 10, 2022

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by President Steven Williams. Steven Williams stated that
Keith and Jenny Sanders are both at the meeting. Jenny is wearing a heart monitor and Keith has a scooter.
He said that Jerry Ellerbeck, Jr. has seven broken ribs and has several fractured vertebrae, as the result of a
work accident. Five of the vertebrae have been fused and there have been screws put in. It is hoped that the
pain becomes controlled and he will be released from the hospital on Tuesday or Wednesday. Steven added
that Jerry, Jr. does not want company, but cards or letters would be nice.
There were no guests or visitors, but new members included Brandon White who has a 1924 coupe and
Eugene and Linda Mueller who won the 1924 coupe at the Transportation Museum.

Page 7

The Occasional, SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2022

Minutes were read from the June 10, 2022 meeting. Paul Diebold made the motion to approve the
minutes; the motion was seconded by Jerry Ellerbeck, Sr., and carried unanimously.
Treasurer Bonnie Dattoli gave the treasurer’s report. She also stated that the year-end budget ended up
101.91% or $248.00 over the planned budget. Steven Thum made the motion to approve the Treasurer’s
Report. The motion was seconded by Dave O’Malley, and carried unanimously.
Mike Flaherty stated that he has not posted anything on the website, but once his computer is unpacked
after the move, he will upload the new Occasional. Dave O’Malley stated that just about everything is
available in the video library. Don Spaeth stated that members can see him after the meeting if they want to
check out anything. Steven Williams stated that the Occasional will be mailed to members who have
requested it the first part of next week; the electronic version has already been e-mailed.
Steven Williams reviewed for the new members, the Swap Meet, parades, tours, and the libraries.
Sam Atkinson reported that the Overnight Tour was June 25 and 26 and included a tour of the Illinois
State Capitol. Dinner was at a good Italian restaurant that evening. Dick Lodge fell outside the hotel,
smashing his face and injuring his arms and hands, but he is doing alright now.
Steven Thum reported that he and Diana went with 129 cars for a five-day excellent national tour in
Wisconsin. He said the next national tour will be in National City, Kansas. He suggested St. Louis consider
hosting a national tour.
Steven Williams stated the Indiana State Fair contract has been signed, and the certificate of insurance
has been given to them. Sam Atkinson stated that he is ordering a new banner for Rapid Assembly. He said
he will be taking orders for shirts with logos tonight.
Steven Williams stated there was a good group of Model T’s near the end of the Celebrate America
parade recently. He also announced that August 7 is the picnic which starts at noon and ends around 3:00 or
4:00 p.m. If attendees want to swim, the pool will be available. Directions are in the Occasional.
Bill Tabor donated a book to the Club’s library. Also, he gave a spark plug adjuster to Steven Thum. He
also had a book from 1909 or 1910 which was auctioned, with the $20.00 selling price being donated to the
Club’s treasury. Also, he had a 1930 Blue Book of car values which sold for $15.00, again the selling price
was donated to the Club’s treasury.
The 50/50 drawing was $37.50 each to Paul Diebold and Jerry Ellerbeck, Sr.
There being no further business, at 8:46 p.m., Steven Thum made the motion to adjourn. The motion was
seconded by Cindy Atkinson and carried unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 8:46 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Ruth E. Baker, Secretary
MINUTES OF THE MEMBERSHIP MEETING OF THE
MODEL T FORD CLUB OF GREATER ST. LOUIS OF FRIDAY, AUGUST 12, 2022
The meeting was called to order at 8:03 p.m. by Vice President Kent Gilbane. Minutes were read from
the July 8, 2022 meeting. Mary Ellen Stevenson made the motion to approve the minutes; the motion was
seconded by Daniel Mullis, and carried unanimously.
Treasurer Bonnie Dattoli gave the treasurer’s report: Bonnie also stated that so far, 3.18% of the budget
has been spent this fiscal year. Don Spaeth made the motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report. The motion
was seconded by Cindy Atkinson, and carried unanimously.
Ruth Baker reported that Ken and she had performed the audit of the Club’s financials for the 2021-2022
fiscal budget, and that everything was well organized and well documented. It was a clean audit.
Michael Thum stated that he had received the software from Mike Flaherty, and he would be installing it.
Then, he would be working with Mike Flaherty to assume the responsibility of the Club’s website.
Dave O’Malley stated that just about everything is available in the video library. Don Spaeth stated that
all the books are available, and members can see him after the meeting if they want to check out anything.
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Kent Gilbane announced that the deadline for the next Occasional is August 15.
Sam Atkinson reported on the Indiana State Fair which was held the last three days of July. He reminded
membership that the Rapid Assembly Crew had been invited to perform at the Fair. He said that on the
opening day, the Governor was in front of the Coliseum as he declared the 2022 Indiana State Fair to be
open. Immediately after that, the Model T Ford Club of St. Louis did the Rapid Assembly right in front of
the Governor and the local television station. The theme of the fair was “Evolution of the Automobile”. He
said that over the three-day period, there were seven events, with the best assembly time being six minutes,
ten seconds. He said the group was treated like royalty and it was a great event. He believes the Indiana
State Fair is a bigger event than the Missouri State Fair, and many fairgoers now have an appreciation and
understanding of the hobby. Don Spaeth stated that he has a picture of the group in the fair booklet. Also,
Diana Thum wore period clothing. The comment was made that new shirts were ordered for the event, and
there are still some people who owe for those shirts.
Bonnie Dattoli stated that she needed receipts for fuel for the trip to Indiana. Because there was some
confusion how this was going to be taken care of, it was decided that the Board may want to visit this again
in September, but Don Spaeth would be reimbursed first for fuel for taking the trailer with the Model T.
Sam Atkinson reported on the “America’s Birthday Parade” which was on July 2. He said there were
five Model Ts in the parade and the television station showed them this year. The coordinator of the parade
thanked the Model T Ford Club of Greater St. Louis for their participation.
Don Spaeth reported that Bill Mikko is doing better with recovery from major neck surgery about a
month ago. Kent Gilbane announced that Keith and Jenny Sanders and Jerry Ellerbeck, Jr. were all at the
meeting tonight after their health and medical issues. Daniel Mullis reported that Flo Reichardt is doing
about the same.
Kent Gilbane stated that next month, an election committee will need to be formed to determine a
slate of candidates for the positions of Vice President, Treasurer, and four Board members.
Steven Thum stated that he had new Model T Autolite spark plugs for sale. Diann Rhoads has two
wheel chairs and a stairlift for sale, as well as Model T parts, and she still hasn’t sold the Model T.
Steve Stevenson stated that he and Mary Ellen will be moving to Georgia, with a target date of
November. He said the Fall tour will be on October 30, and it will be an in-town tour of five or six county
parks and the national cemetery. Then, around 1:30 or 2:00 p.m., there will be lunch at the Telegraph Café.
There will be a sign-up sheet at the next meeting.
Steven Thum stated that his 92-year-old mother was chosen by the AARP to have a wish granted, and
the result was that she got to fly a 172 airplane again. He had with him an article that was in the Leader
newspaper that he invited members to see.
Sam Atkinson’s mother passed away 24 days before her 103rd birthday. Visitation will be Saturday at
1:00 p.m. at Schrader’s Funeral Home in Ballwin. The Memorial Service will be at 2:00 p.m.
Daniel Mullis reported that there were 31 people at the picnic the previous Sunday and it was a good
time.
Sam Atkinson stated that on August 21 is the DARE Show, and the Rapid Assembly team will be there.
He stated that a DARE Officer will also be helping put the Model T together.
Sam Atkinson stated that he will check on the Veterans Parade and the Wheels in Motion event, as he
has not heard anything about those events yet.
The 50/50 drawing was $30.50 each to Dave Sarniguet and Suzanne Pourcillie.
There being no further business, at 8:50 p.m., Don Spaeth made the motion to adjourn. The motion was
seconded by Steve Stevenson and carried unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Ruth E. Baker, Secretary
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President - Steven G. Williams
(2022-2023) 636-575-1469
Vice President - Kent Gilbane
(2021-2022) 573-424-2599
Treasurer - Bonnie Dattoli (2021-2022)
314-849-0906

November/December Occasional
DEADLINE
The deadline for news and items for the September/October
issue of The Occasional is October 10th. Please submit any
information to Steven Williams, steven1912@charter.net or call
636-575-1469.
Pictures and articles are wanted, but we need
names with photos please. Thanks!

Secretary - Ruth Baker (2022-2023)
636-282-1810

2021-2022:
Sam Atkinson, 636-346-7910
Paul Diebold, 314-210-7778
Dave Groerich, 314-607-7071
Don Spaeth, 636-285-0851
2022-2023:
Gerald Ellerbeck, Sr., 314-255-6973
Daniel Mullis, 314-416-4954
Keith Sanders, 314-722-0042
Steven Thum, 314-374-7005
From The Auto Guest Book of Mobile
Maxims, pub. 1906:
“If it be scorching in August, scorch
in thine auto and thou wilt be cooled;
this is a true principle of homeopathy.”

Annual Meeting - Jenny Sanders (314-401-9047) and Dave Kuenzel
(636-230-5887)
Calling Chain - Buffy Baker (636-577-3220) and Gayle Ellerbeck
(636-337-5584).
Flowers and Cards - Sherry Williams (636-548-8256)
Membership - Keith Sanders, (314-722-0042)
Parades - Sam Atkinson, (636-346-7910)
Picnics and chili cookoff - Daniel Mullis (314-416-4954
Promotional Appearances - Steven Thum (314-374-7005)
Rapid Assembly Teams - Sam Atkinson (636-346-7910)
Refreshments - Daniel Mullis (314-416-4954)
Swap Meet - Director - Kent Gilbane (573-424-2599)
Registration - Ken & Ruth Baker (636-282-1810)
The Occasional - Editor - Steven Williams (636-575-1469)
Proof-reader - Sherry Williams (636-548-8256)
Photographer - Cindy Atkinson (636-386-2088)
Tours - Spring - Steven Thum (314-374-7005)
Overnight - Sam Atkinson (636-346-7910)
Fall - Steve Stevenson (314-640-0048)
Tour de Frost - Sam Atkinson (636-346-7910)
Webmaster - Mike Thum (314-718-9155)

“An auto at speed is a fiend indeed.”

Basic information about the model t ford club of greater st. Louis
Meetings are held the second Friday of each month, 8 PM, at the Freedom Masonic Temple, 4557 Lemay
Ferry Road, south St. Louis County. Membership: Keith Sanders is the membership chairman, and you may
contact him regarding membership in both the Model T Club of Greater St. Louis, and our parent organization,
the Model T Ford Club of America. Contact information: Telephone: 314-722-0042. Email: jenkeith4@att.net.
Annual dues (due January 15th each year) are $25, $20 for members of the MTFCA. Dues help pay the rent,
cost of The Occasional, and refreshments, among other expenses.
We also strongly encourage national membership. Dues are only $40 to the Model T Ford Club of America
(P.O. Box 996; Richmond, IN 47375-0996).
The advantage of belonging to the national organization is a bi-monthly award-winning publication - The
Vintage Ford. It is a great publication, full of valuable information for Model T owners. Also, check out the
national club’s website at www.mtfca.com and especially the forum which is full of great information.
Our website is www.stlmodeltclub.org.
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MODEL T FORD CLUB
OF GREATER ST. LOUIS, INC.
P.O. BOX 2251
FLORISSANT, MO 63032

2022 America’s Birthday Parade. Left to right: Sam Atkinson; David Becherer; Jerry Ellerbeck, Jr.; Steve &
Mary Ellen Stevenson; Kent Gilbane; Suzanne Pourcillie; Jerry Ellerbeck Sr.; Cindy Atkinson
The Model T Ford Club of America (P.O. Box 996; Richmond, IN 47375-0996) was formed to encourage and promote
active interest in the Model T Ford and its history by membership unrestricted as to location. It is non-profit and
non-discriminatory, and is dedicated to widening the base of the hobby by providing information, assistance, and direction
to interested parties. Sample copies of their magnificent magazine, The Vintage Ford, are available free upon request at the
above address. Active touring chapters are encouraged, in order to spread interest and participation events. Regional and
national activities are provided by the chapters. Members of the MTFCA may be members of the Model T Ford Club of
Greater St. Louis with discounted local dues. For further information on joining, see inside the back cover. Also check out
our website: www.stlmodeltclub.org.
“THE OCCASIONAL” is a bi-monthly publication of the Model T Ford Club of Greater St. Louis, Inc., a chapter of the
Model T Ford Club of America. Copyright 2022, all rights reserved. Material from this newsletter may be reprinted
or shared by our club members with proper citation.

