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Message from the president
Dear Friends,
It’s that time of year folks! SWAP MEET! Michael Flaherty has been working diligently on the
layout for the meet, and prior to the last Club meeting the team of Michael, Kent Gilbane, Sam
Atkinson, Joe Trewhella, and yours truly went over the umpteenth draft and believe we’ve come
up with a workable layout. Of course that is subject to actual experience on the ground.
We all understand this first Swap Meet at our new location is going to be a difficult one. While
we are trying to anticipate every conceivable eventuality, we know we won’t be totally successful.
Thus we have to be nimble and adaptive, and thank our vendors profusely for their patience and
understanding as we adapt to this new location.
Workers are needed! Kent will have at the March and April meetings sign up sheets for
people to volunteer for particular tasks, or just express your willingness to work where needed.
Your Board of Directors cannot emphasize enough how important the Swap Meet is every year for
the success of our Club, and the programs and activities we do. Income from the Swap Meet
pays for the rent, refreshments, publishing The Occasional, the insurance we must carry, and
various other odds and ends an active club like ours requires.
Last year comment was made, Why not just depend on dues and do without the Swap Meet?
If we take last year’s bare bones budget, deducting from it the expense of the swap meet, and
divide that balance by the number of member families we have, your annual dues would be
around $300 per family! And that, my friends, is why we have the Swap Meet. That is why we
need everyone to pitch in and help make it a success.
In addition, because last year’s Swap Meet was successful, the Club paid $25 toward all
worker’s Christmas Banquet. Now I realize all that work for a $25 meal? We need to consider all
the other things that income pays for each year. Plus, the fellowship we have working together as
a team is invaluable. So, please volunteer, help out, help assure your club’s continued success.
- Steven

EDITOR’S NOTES
Dear Fellow T Enthusiasts In the last issue I mentioned hoping to have our new
garage completed by Christmas. We barely made it, but it is
completed, and full! You know how that goes - one never
builds big enough for the “treasures” we have! And that puts a
limit on those treasures we are able to accumulate. Such is
life.
Fortunately Sherry and I planned for retirement decades ago. Thus we have things to keep
us busy and happy, as well as travel This issue went to press shortly after February 15 with my
intent to get it in the mail March 1. Time will tell whether or not I succeeded. I appreciate your
help in meeting the deadlines I set for The Occasional, as I must work around our travel
schedule. We already have three car tours booked this year, in addition to our club tours.
Those dates, being set by others, are not always convenient for our publication schedule. Thus
my appreciation for your understanding.
Meanwhile, I hope we are all able to get the tires and parts we need to have our cars
roadworthy this year! Get out there and drive!
Steven G. Williams (email - steven1912@charter.net; cell 636-575-1469)
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Calendar of events
2022
Considering the uncertainties caused by the Coronavirus, verify any national or regional events before going.
March

9 - Board of Director’s Meeting, 7 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge.
11 - Membership Meeting, 8 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge, 4557 Lemay Ferry Rd., St. Louis.
12 - St. Patrick’s Day Parade, noon, downtown. See page 3 for details.
18-19 - 32nd Annual Pre-War Swap Meet, Chickasha, OK.
22-26 - Model T Ford Club of America Annual meeting, we’re hosting. Mark the dates.

April

8 - Board of Director’s Meeting, 6:30 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge.
Membership Meeting, 8 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge, 4557 Lemay Ferry Rd., St. Louis.
17 - Easter Sunday Concourse d’Elegance, Forest Park, St. Louis. See page 3 for details.
27 - Wednesday - lay out Swap Meet vendor spaces.
30 - Swap Meet set up.

May

1 - Annual SWAP MEET.
11 - Board of Director’s Meeting, 7 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge.
13 - Membership Meeting, 8 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge, 4557 Lemay Ferry Rd., St. Louis.

June

9-11 - Mountain Grove, MO - 21st Annual Show Me Model T Tour. See Vintage Ford for details.
10 - Membership Meeting, 8 PM, Freedom Masonic Lodge, 4557 Lemay Ferry Rd., St. Louis
19-24 - Fond du lac, Wisconsin, MTCA 2022 National Tour. See Vintage Ford for details.

SWAP MEET CHANGES
By Steven Williams
As you may have heard, this is the last Swap Meet Sam Atkinson will serve as the Registration
Chairman. We desperately need someone to step up and volunteer for this position, and work with Sam this
year in preparation for taking over next year. Sam and also Joe Trewhella (who had the job before Sam) will
work with the new person at future Swap Meets.
The duties of the Registration Chairman include receiving registration forms, assigning Swap Meet
spaces, answering questions from vendors prior to the meet, and checking vendors in when they arrive, as
well as collecting money and assigning spots to those who did not pre-register.
This position is so crucial to the success of our Club that I told the Board at their February meeting that if
we cannot find someone to do this job, I would take it on, and resign my position as Editor of The
Occasional. If no one steps up for the Registration Chairman job and I take it over, my last issue of The
Occasional would then be the November/December 2022 issue. I cannot and will not do both jobs.

MODEL T FORD CLUB OF AMERICA
NATIONAL MEETING
Our club is hosting this annual meeting, at which we expect approximately 50 people from
around the country to attend. At future club meetings we will have additional information,
schedules, and registration forms. Club members have the option of registering for the entire
meeting, cost is $140.00. Another option is an “a la carte” registration for local club members only.
That registration form is printed on the following page. If you choose the a la carte option, you will
still have to pay for a name tag. Both forms will also be available at future club meetings. Please
pay attention to dates and fees. In addition to the fees listed, if you go to the Gateway Arch, there
will be a parking fee there, unless you ride the bus.
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For members of the model t ford club of greater st. Louis
Use this form to register for the national meeting
2022 annual meeting, model t ford club of america march
25 & 26, St. Louis, Mo.
Registration must be postmarked by March 11th, return to
Sam Atkinson, 115 Covert Lane, Ellisville, MO 63021
* We encourage our members to participate in these events marked with an *. Fees listed are for
local members only, a la carte. If you prefer to register for the entire event, use the National Form,
copies available.
Please print your information CLEARLY, we are not responsible for errors due to illegibility.
Main registration contact:
Name: _______________________________________ Phone: _______________________________
Address: _____________________________________

Email: _______________________________

City, State, Zip: _______________________________
Print names for name tags, $5 each, mandatory.

Print Home Model T Chapter Name:

________________________________

_______________________________________

________________________________

_______________________________________

________________________________

_______________________________________

________________________________

_______________________________________
Quantity

Name tag/s (Mandatory!)

____ x $5 ea. =

$______

Friday - * Meet and greet at the Sheraton West Port Plaza Tower Hotel,
Saturday
- Bus Transportation
- Arch Entrance Fee
- Arch Tram Ride (includes pre ride tour)
- Lunch
* - Banquet

____ x $28 ea. =
____ x $15 ea. =
____ x $3 ea. =
____ x $17 ea. =
____ x $22 ea. =
____ x $50 ea. =

$______
$______
$______
$______
$______
$______

Commemorative T

Small Med. Large XL

Shirts, $12.50 each.

2XL

3XL

____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ x $12.50 =
TOTAL:

$_________
$_________

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: MTFCA 2022 ANNUAL MEETING, AND
MAIL TO SAM ATKINSON, 115 COVERT LANE, ELLISVILLE, MO 63021.
MUST BE POSTMARKED BY MARCH 11, 2022.
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Funeral services for William (Bill) T. Rhoads, Sr., were held at Kutis Funeral Home in Affton on
Thursday, February 10, 2022. Born December 11, 1934, Bill passed February 3, 2022. His sudden
death followed soon after a diagnosis of cancer. An active member since joining the Model T Ford
Club of America in 2004, Bill was well known for driving his 1926 Model T Coupe to our monthly
club meetings when they were held at the Feasting Fox. He is survived by his wife of nearly 63
years, Diann; two sons: William T. Rhoads Jr. and James M. Rhoads; and his brother Bob Rhoads
of Sullivan, MO. Our deepest condolences to his family. He will be missed.

The 53rd annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade will take place on Saturday, March 12, 2022, at
12:00 PM in downtown St. Louis. The parade always takes place “rain or shine.” It begins at 20th
and Market streets, and proceeds east to its conclusion at Broadway and Clark streets. If you
plan to drive your Model T in the parade, contact Sam Atkinson to let him know, so he can update
you on the details when they become available to him.

Easter Sunday concourse
By Steven Williams
The annual Concourse d’Elegance will be held Easter Sunday, April 17th, as usual on the upper Muny
parking lot in Forest Park. Sam Atkinson is once again planning on the Rapid Assembly team performing.
We are reserving 15 spaces for our Model T’s. So if you want to bring your T, call me and book your
reservation. When those 15 slots are filled, there is no more room. The Concourse does not cut us any
slack on these spaces. This is always a great show, and in addition to our cars there are quite a few
beautiful and interesting cars to see.
Don’t forget to call (636-575-1469) or email (steven1912@charter.net) to reserve your space!

Model
T
Postcard
Humor
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Some years ago Sam Atkinson started our annual mid-winter attitude adjustment event, calling it the
“Tour de Frost.” This year we once again gathered Saturday, February 5th, at the “Sports Cafe” in
Bridgeton. We have a nice comfortable meeting room, and the food is both good and reasonably priced.
The weather actually cooperated pretty well for February, and a good time was had by all!

Left to right: Jane Fody, Sherry & Steven
Williams, Sam Atkinson, Keith Sanders, and
Steven Thum.

Left to right: Diane Thum, Steve &
Mary Ellen Stevenson, Dave Groerich,
Bill Mikko, and Dick Lodge.

Left to right: Dave Kuenzel, Don Spaeth, Jenny
Sanders.

Left to right: Dave Groerich and Bill Mikko.

Left, Jane Frody and
Dick Lodge.

Right, Sam and
Cindy Atkinson.
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Tour de Frost, continued

Steven and Sherry Williams

Steven and Diana Thum

Keith and Jenny Sanders

Left, wouldn’t you
like to know the
story behind this?
Above, The Geitner Theater, Silver Creek,
NY 1921

Left, Wells County Fair, Fessenden, ND
1923
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A Chronicle of the Automotive
industry in america

From:

Copyright 1936, Eaton Manufacturing Company, Cleveland, Ohio

1922 - Production for the year: 2,369,089 passenger cars, 277,140 trucks.
- W.S. Knudsen is Chevrolet’s new vice-president in charge of operations.
- George B. Selden dies.
- Oldsmobile sets a record of sixty-seven miles per hour average for fifteen hours.
- Balloon tires are introduced.
- Ford Motor Company buys Lincoln Motor Company at a receiver’s sale for $8,000,000.00
- Durant buys out Locomobile and Mason Truck.
- The General Motors Building ins completed in Detroit at a cost of $19,000,000.00.
- Charles M. Schwab gains control of Stutz.
- Elwood Haynes receives the John Scott Medal for his work in stainless steel, stellite, and
chrome iron.
- Appearing for the first time are: Appleton, Barley, Barlow, Bay State, Bessemer Truck,
Bridgeport, Briggs & Stratton, Clermont Steamer, Coates Steam Car, Commander,
Corinthian, Courier, Delage, Denby, Dixon, Elkhart, Farner, Frontenac, Goodspeed,
Gray, Gregory, Guilder, Harrigan, Harrisburg, Henney, Hug, Hurlburt, Hylander, Jewett,
Jim Special, Kalamazoo, Kelsey, Kimball, Kinney, Krebs, Magic, McCurdy, McGill,
Metropolitan, Morris-London, Olympic, Patriot, Richelieu, Rickenbacker, Reiss-Royal,
Rubay, Star, St. Louis, Sterling Knight, Stewart-Coats, Tarkington, Trask-Detroit,
Waltham.

Left, top: Antique shop.
Bottom: Unsuspected
passenger, probably posed.
Right top: Putting in a
well.
Bottom: Snyder & Wink
Parts and Garage.
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MINUTES OF THE MODEL T FORD CLUB OF GREATER ST. LOUIS
OF FRIDAY, JANUARY 14, 2022
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by President Steven Williams.
Steven Williams announced that Flo Reichardt had been in the hospital and is now in a nursing home.
He also stated that Bill Rhoads has cancer and that Sherrie Dodson’s cancer is stable right now, but the
Alzheimer’s is progressing. He advised that Jerry Ellerbeck, Sr. was in the hospital with Covid, Kent Gilbane
and Suzanne Pourcillie have Covid, and Steven Williams stated that he also had Covid recently.
Because the minutes from the November 12, 2021 meeting were already published in the Occasional,
Steven Thum made the motion that they be approved. The motion was seconded by Keith Sanders and
carried unanimously.
Minutes were read from the December 11, 2021 annual meeting. Keith Sanders made the motion to
approve the minutes; the motion was seconded by Daniel Mullis and carried unanimously. Treasurer Bonnie
Dattoli gave the treasurer’s report: She stated that so far, 32% of the budget has been utilized. Paul Diebold
made the motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report. The motion was seconded by Steve Stevenson and
carried unanimously.
Mike Flaherty reported that he has updated the website and he is working on doing a map of the Grizzly
Park. Dave O’Malley stated that all videos are available. Steven Williams clarified that the National Meeting
is March 25 and March 26. He stated that registration forms are available for members.
Steven Williams reported that the contract for the Swap Meet has been received and he sent it to Kent
Gilbane. He said it is a seven-year contract with a “bail out” provision by October of each year. He said no
decision has been made yet whether the Club will charge admission for each individual or charge per car.
Steven Williams reminded membership that Sam Atkinson will train someone for his Swap Meet job this
year, and he and Joe Trewhella will be available for assistance. He said the Club will need someone to fulfill
this position by May.
Steven Williams stated that the Club is confirmed for the St. Patrick’s Parade on March 12. The Tour de
Frost will be held on February 5 from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at the Sports Café in Bridgeton.
Regarding 2022 dues, Steven Williams stated that the Board had decided because of the confusion last
year that dues will only be prorated for new members, depending upon when they join the Club during 2022.
All current members will not have their dues prorated according to when in the year they pay. He said local
dues only are $25.00, but if the member is also a member of National, the local dues will be $20.00.
Steven Williams stated that he hopes that after this year’s Swap Meet, the extra four pages can be
added to the Occasional, and that it can also be in color again.
One free membership per Club has been offered by National, and Steven Williams stated that the Board
has decided that the 2022 membership be given to Flo Reichardt.
It was announced that Dorothy Steingrubey has a 1926 Model T Coupe for sale and Bill Rhoads has a
1925 Model T Coupe for sale. Paul Diebold has some Model T ignition keys for sale.
Mike Flaherty stated that there was a Model T displayed at the St. Louis Auto Show.
The 50/50 drawing was $22.50 each for Mike Flaherty and Paul Diebold. A third number was drawn for a
Vintage Ford cover which Sherry Williams won. There being no further business, at 8:35 p.m., Keith Sanders
made the motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Paul Diebold and carried unanimously. The
meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Ruth E. Baker, Secretary , JANUARY 14, 2022

From The Auto Guest Book of Mobile Maxims, New York: Paul Elder and Company. 1906.
“Today thou ridest in thine integrity; tomorrow may discover thee a man of parts.”
“It is a short ride that hath no mending.”
“All that glitters does not go.”
“A steep hill and a broken axle will bring thee nearer to Heaven than an unbroken word and a life of good
deeds.”
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MINUTES OF THE MODEL T FORD CLUB OF GREATER ST. LOUIS
OF FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2022
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by President Steven Williams.
Steven Williams announced that Jerry Ellerbeck, Sr. had been in the hospital with Covid, but he is at
home now. He stated that Flo Reichardt is still in the nursing home. Also, he has spoken with Diann
Rhoads, and she had suggested that the Club make the $100.00 contribution to Alley Cats Allies in Bill’s
name.
Minutes were read from the January 14, 2022 meeting. Paul Diebold made the motion to approve the
minutes; the motion was seconded by Kent Gilbane and carried unanimously.
Treasurer Bonnie Dattoli gave the treasurer’s report: She stated that 33.07% of the budget has been
used so far. Steven Thum made the motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report. The motion was seconded by
Kent Gilbane and carried unanimously.
Mike Flaherty reported that no updates have been made to the website since January, but he would be
performing some updates soon.
Dave O’Malley stated that all videos are available. He added that the last time anyone checked out a
video was in June, 2021.
Don Spaeth reported that the library is available.
Steven Williams announced that the Occasional will be out this week.
Steven Williams stated that at the most recent Board meeting, it was decided that admission for the
upcoming Swap Meet will be $5.00 each person, with individuals 15 and under to be free. Buyers will have
free parking in the lot and then go to the admission gate to pay. If they need to go to their car and plan to
return, their hand will be stamped. Kent Gilbane added that the contract has been delivered to Grizzly. He
said the final layout is being worked on now, and then flyers will be sent out. Although there will be an
admission fee for each individual buyer over 15 years of age, the amount for the vendors will remain the
same as before. He said that, as before, Wednesday will be the planned day to do the layout, with the
possibility of Thursday or Friday if necessary. He said there will be no separate parking for workers as they
will be parking in the main lot with the vendors and buyers. He said the ballpark is accessible by taking exit
15 off I-255.
Sam Atkinson stated that the March 25 and March 26 National Meeting of the Model T Ford Club of
America banquet price remains $50.00, but the “Meet and Greet” is going to be $28.00 instead of $15.00,
because of changes in the charges by the hotel. He said there will be lanyards for local members attending,
and there will be a sign-up sheet to volunteer to assist with the workload at the meeting. He said that
National will bear the audio-visual expenses.
Sam Atkinson stated that the St. Patrick’s Day Parade will be March 12, and a sign-up sheet is
available.
Steven Williams announced that if local dues are not paid by the end of March, those individuals will
be removed from the Club’s membership list.
Bonnie Dattoli informed the members that the Club now has a new post office box.
Steven Williams announced that Diann Rhoads has the 1925 Model T coupe for sale for $16,000.00, or
best offer. Also, Dorothy Steingrubey’s 1926 coupe is no longer for sale, as a family member wants it.
An announcement was made about the Wings and Wheels “Fly In and Cruise In” in St. Charles County
is April 23.
The 50/50 drawing was $31.50 each for Joe Trewhella and Keith Sanders.
There being no further business, at 8:45 p.m., Kent Gilbane made the motion to adjourn. The motion
was seconded by Paul Diebold and carried unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Ruth E. Baker, Secretary
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May/June Occasional
DEADLINE

President - Steven G. Williams
(2022-2023) 636-575-1469
Vice President - Kent Gilbane
(2021-2022) 573-424-2599
Treasurer - Bonnie Dattoli (2021-2022)
314-849-0906

The deadline for news and items for the May/June issue of The
Occasional is April 10th. Please submit any information to
Steven Williams, steven1912@charter.net or call 636-575-1469.
Pictures and articles are wanted, but we need names with
photos please. Thanks!

Secretary - Ruth Baker (2022-2023)
636-282-1810

Annual Meeting - Jenny Sanders (314-401-9047) and Dave Kuenzel
(636-230-5887)
2021-2022:
Calling Chain - Buffy Baker (636-577-3220) and Gayle Ellerbeck
Sam Atkinson, 636-346-7910
(636-337-5584).
Flowers and Cards - Sherry Williams (636-548-8256)
Paul Diebold, 314-210-7778
Membership - Keith Sanders, (314-722-0042)
Parades - Sam Atkinson, (636-346-7910)
Dave Groerich, 314-607-7071
Picnics and chili cookoff - Flo Reichardt (341-939-6619) & Daniel
Don Spaeth, 636-285-0851
Mullis (314-416-4954 )
Promotional Appearances - Steven Thum (314-374-7005)
2022-2023:
Rapid Assembly Teams - Sam Atkinson (636-346-7910)
Refreshments - Daniel Mullis (314-416-4954)
Gerald Ellerbeck, Sr., 314-255-6973
Swap Meet - Director - Kent Gilbane (573-424-2599)
Daniel Mullis, 314-416-4954
Registration - Sam Atkinson (636-346-7910)
The Occasional - Editor - Steven Williams (636-575-1469)
Keith Sanders, 314-722-0042
Proof-reader - Sherry Williams (636-548-8256)
Steven Thum, 314-374-7005
Photographer - Cindy Atkinson (636-386-2088)
Tours - Spring - Steven Thum (314-374-7005)
From The Auto Guest Book of Mobile
Overnight - Sam Atkinson (636-346-7910)
Maxims, pub. 1906:
Fall - Steve Stevenson (314-640-0048)
Tour de Frost - Sam Atkinson (636-346-7910)
“To speed is human; to be caught is
Webmaster
- Mike Flaherty (314-968-8574)
—fine!”
“Judge not an auto by its smell: all
comparisons are odorous.”

Basic information about the model t ford club of greater st. Louis
Meetings are held the second Friday of each month, 8 PM, at the Freedom Masonic Temple, 4557 Lemay
Ferry Road, south St. Louis County. Membership: Keith Sanders is the membership chairman, and you may
contact him regarding membership in both the Model T Club of Greater St. Louis, and our parent organization,
the Model T Ford Club of America. Contact information: Telephone: 314-722-0042. Email: jenkeith4@att.net.
Annual dues (due January 15th each year) are $25, $20 for members of the MTFCA. Dues help pay the rent,
cost of The Occasional, and refreshments, among other expenses.
We also strongly encourage national membership. Dues are only $40 to the Model T Ford Club of America
(P.O. Box 996; Richmond, IN 47375-0996).
The advantage of belonging to the national organization is a bi-monthly award-winning publication - The
Vintage Ford. It is a great publication, full of valuable information for Model T owners. Also, check out the
national club’s website at www.mtfca.com and especially the forum which is full of great information.
Our website is www.stlmodeltclub.org.

The Occasional, March/April 2022

Page 10

WWW.STLMODELTCLUB.ORG

MODEL T FORD CLUB
OF GREATER ST. LOUIS, INC.
P.O. BOX 2251
FLORISSANT, MO 63032

Vine Street, Macon, Missouri, 1910?
The Model T Ford Club of America (P.O. Box 996; Richmond, IN 47375-0996) was formed to encourage and promote
active interest in the Model T Ford and its history by membership unrestricted as to location. It is non-profit and
non-discriminatory, and is dedicated to widening the base of the hobby by providing information, assistance, and direction
to interested parties. Sample copies of their magnificent magazine, The Vintage Ford, are available free upon request at the
above address. Active touring chapters are encouraged, in order to spread interest and participation events. Regional and
national activities are provided by the chapters. Members of the MTFCA may be members of the Model T Ford Club of
Greater St. Louis with discounted local dues. For further information on joining, see inside the back cover. Also check out
our website: www.stlmodeltclub.org.
“THE OCCASIONAL” is a bi-monthly publication of the Model T Ford Club of Greater St. Louis, Inc., a chapter of the
Model T Ford Club of America. Copyright 2022, all rights reserved. Material from this newsletter may be reprinted
or shared by our club members with proper citation.

